five senses!

Experiences that appeal to the

Take a dive into the beauty of tradition!
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A mu51cal performance that opens the Dontaku Parade!
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v Thirteen ﬂoats proceed through the castle town ina spectécular show!
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Admiring the mysterious painting style of the, late Edo Perlod
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Stunning floats and stalls add to the lively atmosphere of the parade:
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Please note that some festivals may be canceled or postponed.

Some festivals may be canceled or postponed as a result of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Please be sure to check with sourc-
es such as the websites of local municipalities or hosting organizations for details beforehand. Please also follow the instructions
issued by the government and concerned organizations for events that are still held.
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something

you can experience yourself.

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you
excitement that you have never felt before.

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times
all across the country, so let's go out and see them!
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Hitachi-Otsu Ofune Fishing Boat Festival
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Yobuko Otsunahiki Festival

2024 7/5@&)~7/7 \)

:FQL%/Chiba Prefecture
BA EL

ﬁkmm@m ....................... P5

Narita Gion Festival
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Ekin Festival
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Furyu-odori dance, a tradition perpetuated around
the southern part of Lake Biwa
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A magnificent procession heads toward Kanazawa Castle
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Registered as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage Site
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Sanyare-odori in Kusatsu
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Enlivening early summer in Sendai, known as the
“Capital of the forest”
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Kanazawa Hyakumangoku Festival
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Some two million people witness this unique performance
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Hakata Gion Yamakasa
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Large, fan-shaped floats brighten the night at this
World Heritage Site

8 2024 5/18(4)-5/19(H)
Eb&@/’\/hyagl Prefecture
Hh 2n B

il - %ﬁi')v)

Sendai Aoba Matsuri
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YOSAKOI Soran Festival
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Shiretoko Shari Neputa
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Giant floats parade around town. Witness how they’re pulled
along, sliding atop wooden frames—amazing!

This important spring festival is held at Sawawachigi Shrine in Otsu-cho, Kitaibaraki
City once every five years. The main part of the festival, the float procession, is held
on May 3rd. The floats, which sit atop special “boats” made for this purpose and
are decorated with images of seafood, are brought through the town, accompanied
by traditional music sung by the lead “seaman” or instrumental music. The parade
winds through the area with the help of some 500 people. The bottom of
the “boat” has no wheels. It is comprised of some 100 wooden pieces fit together
in a cross pattern. About 20 to 30 strong young men swing the boat from left to
right, sliding it on the wooden frame. This is a magnificent sight to see!
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The area’s topography has changed over the
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BHEVWADLYE LM HIENE(0293-43-1111)

Main site OtsuPortarea ) past 300 years, with the sea route that the
Access Approximately 5 minutes by train from JR Otsuko floats once traversed now being aroad. The
station o

floats are now pulled over land on “boats”

Kitaibaraki City Commerce, Industry, and Tourism Section o
so as not to alter the original route.

Contact
LRBHEREATR—LR—Y P https://www kitaibarakishi-kankokyokai.gr jo/page/page000186.html
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A musical performance that opens the Dontaku Parade!
Medieval entertainment with three lucky gods and children
going around the city celebrating

The Hakata Matsubayashi is part of the parade at the Hakata Dontaku Port
Festival. The three lucky gods (Fukujin, Ebisu, and Daikoku) and children go
around the town. The three lucky gods ride on horses, while the children, wearing
hakama and sleeveless samurai garb, play the drums and sing. The adults, all

N N dressed in the same costumes as the children, carry a special umbrella. This was
Pl ﬁiﬁ 8 il 6 | originally a New Year event, featuring a ritual where a pine tree—a representative
of the gods—was cut down in the forest and brought home to pray for good

FOED VENE Th fortune in the coming year. This is a rare example of a ritual that reached its
gi‘? ’ﬁF?‘“%kfﬁ’éb‘&’:h%ﬁEk&é heyday in the Muromachi Period still taking place to this day.
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Young female performers wearing dancers’ BHVWADE BINHTFIRES
2°5tum_es' as We"”' as scarlet h?kama_ and ’a Main site Meiji-Dori (parade route), various spots in Fukuoka City
celestial crown”, offer a special children’s Access A short walk from Nakasu-kawabata Station on
dance. As the dance proceeds through the town, the Fukuoka City subway (Dontaku Square)
: they are accompanied by music played by the Contact Hakata Matsubayashi Folk Festival Association i
o o g - boys and local songs sung by the adults. BEmR—A~R—Y P https://bunkazai.city.fukuoka.lgjp/cultural_properties/detail/117
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Thirteen floats proceed majestically through the castle town
The performances on the stages atop them are a must-see!

This festival of the Mino region has been passed down in the castle town area of Ogaki
for 370+ years. It has an unusual format comprised of floats presented by the local lord
and those owned by the local people of the town. Due to its mix of festival cultures from
the east and west parts of this region, specifically mechanical puppetry from the east
and dance from the west, it was named a National Important Intangible Folk Cultural
Property in 2015. In 2016, it was registered as UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage.
After the initial phase on May 11, during which time the floats and performances are
shown as an offering at Hachiman Shrine and in front of the City Hall, they move freely
about the city. On May 12, during the main part of the festival, following the offering at
Hachiman Shrine, the procession of thirteen floats moves through the castle town.

XA Y RIB KE/\ERLED RMUED  KIERED it
7 9 € R JRTKIEER & D{ESHI105 (KIB/\IEHL)
SHAWEDLE KEFOHRTEES (KEENHRA) (0584-77-1535)
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The floats are lit up at night, giving them

Main site Ogaki Hachiman Shrine area, Higashitogawa-dori Street, - i
Ogaki Station Street, etc. ) . a different beauty than during the day.
Access Approximately 10-minute walk from JR Ogaki Station & ﬂg 0| The ‘Yama-mawashi’, a vigorous float

(Ogaki Hachiman Shrine)

Ogaki Festival Executive Committee (Ogaki Tourism Association) SRR I front of Hachiman Shrine, is

Contact
a powerful spectacle.
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Yobuko Otsunahiki Festival
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Witness the spirited tug-of-war with a giant rope of about 200 meters!

This tradition is believed to have begun with Toyotomi Hideyoshi.

This traditional festival is said to originate more than 400 years ago, when Toyotomi
Hideyoshi took his position at Hizen Nagoya Castle. In order to boost the morale of
his troops, Hideyoshi divided them into the eastern and western camps under Kato
Kiyomasa and Fukushima Masanori respectively, and the head-rope of a military
boat was used to separate them. At present, during the festival, the town is divided

il S 8 into the Oka team and the Hama team. Using a metal drum and a fire arrow as cues,
::ﬁiﬁa CA! the two teams pull their side of a rope of about 15 centimeters in diameter and
about 200 meters long, shouting “yoisa, yoisa!” loudly. A total of three tug-of-war

e — ST matches are held. If the Oka team wins, it is believed that the harvest will be
6ATBIITRVIEVWRIZES plentiful, while if the Hama team wins, the fish catch will be abundant.
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HAEETT, BHVWEDY EERITHRLEY Y —EE #EE(0955-53-7165)
: i Main site June 1: In front of Yobuko Community Center, Karatsu City

The fun-filled children’s tug-of-war June 2: In front of Yobuko Sanjinja Shrine stop

is held on June 1, while the adult Access Take the bus from JR Nishi-Karatsu Station, and walk -
L X approximately 9 minutes from the Yobuko stop (Yobuko Sanjinja)

competition takes place on June Contact Karatsu City Yobuko Community Center Industry and Education Station

2. Tourists can even jump in!

[EEmi—LR—Y P> https.//www.city karatsugjp/yobuko-sangyou/yobukosangyou/2022yobukoootsunahikihtml
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Magnificent Dashi floats and Yatai floats take a lively route
through the town. Watch the floats move up the hill at the end
of the festival in a thrilling sight!

During this summer festival with a 300-year history, the Narita Gion-e ritual of
Naritasan Shinshoji Temple comes together with the entire Naritasan area. Ten
floats and one portable shrine, complete with beautiful carvings and
decorations, move through the Naritasan Temple approach and the surrounding
area to lively traditional music and enthusiastic calls. The end of the festival on
the last day is amazing to witness: the floats ascend the Naritasan temple
approach on the hill of Nakamachi area all at once. Also a must-see is the dance
performed to traditional music by a group of young people in front of the main
hall of Naritasan Shinshoji Temple.

X 1 Y 235 AALRSERD, REILAAZR JREERBILES
BRAVWESDHLE —RUFEABRBATE RS (0476-22-2102)

Main site Naritasan Temple area, in front of the Naritasan Temple Main Hall,
JR Narita Station Square
Access A short walk from Keisei Narita Station on the Keisei E‘ &

Contact
REmENHRK—LR—Y P https://www.nrtk jp/enjoy/shikisaisai/gion-festival.html
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Electric Railway or the JR Narita Station
Narita City Tourism Association
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At around 7 pm, the floats are lit up in a
line along the main approach to the
Naritasan Temple. With crowds of people,
floats moving up and down, the area enjoys
a lively festival atmosphere.
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The centerpiece of the festival is the
Tosa Ekin kabuki play. The locals make
all the props by hand, including large
pieces and costumes to depict the plays
illustrated on folding screens.

KEEAR - SREREBICRDEANBDET. BHN T OB BHICRFOBRE CEBIIEV XZHARIE, EIRHT
*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.

IR B

BADRMOBKLVEEZETS!
SR RBOMEEZHEU 5B i

:&t%%tawt’&ibm BTEINHEITTWS. BERDOIGE-
B, SNEEFHORMATICIE. ZORENBERE LT RE
REIBIBD I Sy 9 A% Z DD DREBICHE W AR D
CTEIERENMEZ<E TWET . bEHEBEHNEE TiThNh
TULWHRICBSWIREDZBERE23 AN EERICI RN
S8 TR IGCEBOHIEB BERZ . REXAR . E7H—T
U BRRBEIEIELREULNRELDOET,

Admire the mysterious works of a late Edo Period painter,
and also take in a kabuki play depicted on folding screens.

Ekin was a late Edo Period painter who was loved for his surprising and
mysterious painting style. The Akaoka-cho area of Konan City, Kochi Prefecture
is home to numerous plays by Ekin depicted on double-folding screens unique
to the Tosa area, forming the basis of kabuki and joruri plays. Based on a ritual
originally held at Suruda Hachimangu Shrine, the current Ekin Festival features
23 of the painter’s folding screens depicting plays, all displayed on the local
commercial streets. Visitors are treated to a variety of attractions at this
festival, including a special exhibit of the Ekin collection, brewery tours, kabuki
performances, beer gardens, food stands, and more.
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Main site Yokocho Shotengai shopping area, Akaoka-cho Honmachi, Konan City
Access Approximately 5-minute walk from Akaoka Station on

the Tosa Kuroshio Railway (about 10-minute walk to

the Bentenza)
Contact Tosa Akaoka Ekin Festival Executive Committee Secretariat

AHXR—L~R—I P https://ekinmatsuri.com/
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