Experiences that appeal to the five senses!
Take a dive into the beauty of tradition!
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Watch the dancers dance':m night in front of the shrine deity!
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The dancers don strange masks reminiscent of forelgn lands
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Please note that some festivals may be canceled or postponed.

Some festivals may be canceled or postponed as a result of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Please be sure to check with sourc-
es such as the websites of local municipalities or hosting organizations for details beforehand. Please also follow the instructions
issued by the government and concerned organizations for events that are still held.
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something

you can experience yourself.

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you
excitement that you have never felt before.

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times
all across the country, so let's go out and see them!
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Kasuga Shrine Ogi Festival (Kurokawa noh play)
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Ettsumi/Onishi Otsuna (Giant Rope) Festival
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Makuwa Ningyo Joruri (Traditional Japanese Puppet Theater)
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Enshu Yokosuka Mikumano Shrine Big Festival (Sanja festival music)
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Okikokubunji Temple Lotus Dance
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Tsurumi no Tamatsuri

g& ﬁo) j}:?:f%%@ Main festivals in winter and spring
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At the fire festival—with a history of 700 years—
people pray for a good harvest
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Rokugo Kamakura ritual for good luck
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A strange competition featuring naked men!
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A strange and unusual festival atop the turrets
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Katsuyama Sagityo Festival
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An all-night traditional dance that stretches back
1300 years

10 2024 2/27(K)
%m‘;ﬁ/smzuoka Prefecture

L ?h Th A
S
LRGBS

Nishiure Dengaku
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Karakuri puppets dance atop floats!
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Inuyama Festival

HiLlOBEN . FHEHTTHES!

The Prince of Lanling—dressed in bright red—
dances under the rays of the setting sun
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Nouhakusan Shrine Spring Festival
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(Kurokawa noh play)
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An all-night dance before the gods
—A mysterious noh play passed down for 500 years—

The old annual festival known as the Ogi Festival has been passed down at
Kasuga Shrine ever since it was built in 807. In a representation of the deity, three
cedar trees of approximately two meters in length each are tied together with
rope, while the top is decorated in paper streamers. Kurokawa Noh is performed
in front of this deity, known as Ogi. On February 1st, the performance, held on
the Noh stages set up in the homes of the person on duty of the Kamiza and
Shimoza teams begins with the shikisanban melodies as accompaniment to the
daichifumi (program to pray for a bountiful harvest) as well as Buddhist rituals—
which are only seen at the Ogi Festival. Noh plays and kyogen performances are
held from morning through night. On February 2nd, the kamiza and shimoza FOERS
teams will dedicate a Noh play at the Kasuga Taisha shrine. 1 HE D468, RElCHI I > TiThn 2 TR o
HEDBNDBRWE TEAZEH L. 15 ARD
EETEEUERLO L EIBX T,

“Daichifumi” is performed prior to a noh play
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Main site Noh Stage at Kasuga Shrine and the house of the at 6 pm on the first day. The children dance in

person on duty Of-=10] the pure kind of way that only children can—

Access Approximately 20 minutes from JR Tsuruoka Station 1} adding to the performance—and also sing

Contact Kurokawa Noh Preservation Society E% difficult phrases that they practice for an entire
= month beforehand.

(B Bl gERERTR— LR—Y P http://kurokawanoh.com/
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Watch the tying of the giant “husband” and “wife” ropes in front
of the gods —The “wedding” of the ropes rooted in legend—

The Shinto ritual of Taasobi (“play in the rice fields”), held in the Ettsumi/Onishi area
located to the north and south of the Hasegawa River, is performed to pray for a bountiful
harvest and for the prosperity of one’s descendants. This festival is also known as the
“wedding of the sacred ropes.” The “husband” and “wife” ropes are made at the Kasuga
Shrine in the Ettsumi area and Ichikishima Shrine in the Onishi area respectively. Then, on
February 11, the two ropes are tied together at Susanoo Shrine in the Irifune (“ship
arrival”) ritual. According to legend, long ago, during a great flood, two gods were brought
down the river from Miwa, located upstream, where Prince Susanoo-no- Mikoto (male)
AROBROFICE. EMOREBAIZIC was helped at Ettsumi and and Princess Inada (female) at Onishi. Thereafter, the two were

- worshipped in a “wedding” every new year. The festival is rooted in this legend.
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Prior to the ceremony for the arrival of the BEWADE MHATRAENLEE I DR(0744-42-9111)

ships, the “husband” rope is set up in a Main site Susanoo Shrine i
rice field to create a sumo ring for “mud Access Approximately 30 minutes’ walk from El‘gﬁlil
Makimuku Station on the JR Sakurai Line Ry

sumo.” It is said that the more mud there

is. the better the harvest! Contact Tourism and Community-Building Dept., Sakurai City Call :'3-' :

WFHHR—LR—Y P https://www.city.sakurailgjp/100sen/1402035787414.html
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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This puppet theater has been passed down through the generations in the

Kamimakuwa Hongo area of Motosu city, offered as a ritual at the Mononobe -
Shrine. This performance has its beginnings some 300 years ago, as a ritual to ‘ -
comfort the soul of Fukuda Genshichiro, who was honored for his role in

resolving irrigation issues, after his passing. A total of 20 related musical pieces
have survived to this day, including “Makuwano-homaregi-nou-genshichiro”.
This performance is characterized by a joruri narrator, shamisen music, and
three puppeteers manipulating one puppet. Many of the puppet heads were
made more than 200 years ago. Some are unique to this area, despite being
described in written materials of other areas.
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This performance is part of the Makuwa

Main site Mononobe Shrine S
Access Approximately 15 minutes’ walk from &~ puppet theatef, which has bee:n named an

Kitagatamakuwa Station on the Tarumi Railway important national folk tangible cultural
Contact Community Education Dept., Board of Education, = property. It is enhanced by elements such

Motosu City Hall as a revolving floor, a backdrop changing

device, narrator seat, and more.
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This is a festival of Mikumano Shrine located in Kakegawa CityYokosuka. A
procession of mikoshi (portable shrines) moves energetically through the
town with 13 platforms of chanters yelling “Shita! Shita!”. The single-pillar,
single-column shape, originating with the Edo Tenka Festival some 300 years
ago, is used as platform for Sanja festival music Shizuoka Prefecture
Intangible Cultural Property No.1. It originates with music brought from Edo
by the Yokosuka lord during the period of alternate residence. It embodies
the unique rhythms of this area.
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Sanja festival music featuring large and BEWSDTE HI|EREERML(0537-48-0190)

small drums, metal percussion Surlgan_e, and Main site Yokosuka Area, Mikumao Shrine &
monotonic bamboo flute is accompanied by Access Take the bus bound for Yokosuka from JR Fukuroi Stationand -
festival dances performed by dancers get off at Higashiban-cho. Walk 3 minutes to Mikumano Shrine.

Contact Kakegawa Nambu Tourist Information Center

wearing comical male and female masks. 1
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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A rare dance passed down over 1200 years
—With dancers’ masks reminiscent of faraway lands—

Court dances and music have been passed down for over some 1,200 from China
and Korea. The Lotus Dance is highly reminiscent of ancient religious rituals.
Every year, on April 21st—date of enlightenment of Kobo Daishi (Kukai), dances
are offered from the special stage at Okikokubunji Temple's main hall. Seven
dance performances including two children wearing the special Bodhisattva
mask to portray the “Sleeping Buddha,” as well as the “Dragon King” dance
where the dancers wear rising-dragon masks—a comedic dance where the
dragon jostles and jumps. Donning masks and costumes with an international
flavor, the dancers perform to court music with drums, flutes, and bowls.
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This performance features an array of
tantalizing masks. In the first dance, the

1285 RBEESF
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SHWEDLE RIKESF(08512-2-2934)

Main site Okikokubunji Temple “sleeping Buddha,” the dancers wear
Access Approximately 10 minutes by car from Saigo Port the mask of the Bodhisattva, known
Contact Okikokubunji Temple for its half-closed eyes representing

contemplation.

B0 BRTR—AN—Y P https://www.town.okinoshima shimane.jo/www/contents/1432878156914/index html
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“Rice planters” sing and dance to divine song
—A folk performing art originating some 700 years ago—

This is a traditional event of the Tsurumi Shrine stretching back to the Kamakura Period. It
was abolished for a time with the spread of the Western culture in the early Meiji period. In
1987, a group of interested people, conducting extensive research, were able to
miraculously revive the event after a period of 100 years. After the Sugiyama Festival, held at
4 pm, the dancers reenact every stage of rice-making from planting in the spring to the

0 8 harvest in the fall, all accompanied by sacred song with quaint lyrics and melodies, starting
P ﬁi ﬁ ECA! at 6 pm. This colorful event features the comical female otome character, the cow characters
played by children, as well as the sacred horse and the clown to pray for a bountiful harvest,
- Ao N - the good-luck cranes and turtles, and finally rice cakes for everyone. The climax of this
BRICBEOEIARIREN MFRIC special festival comes with the portable shrines shining with multitudes of votive lights.
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Children playing the role of the cow BHWADE BEMASDRES (045-501-4122) BE MR
walk around the rice field with

Main site Tsurumi Shrine

saddlgs“on t,t]e" baCkS ﬁhagglng Access A three-minute walk from JR Tsurumi Station E [=
(i, m_oo’ moo” to the divine Contact Tsurumi Rice Festival Historical Society at the Tsurumi "
songs playing in the background as Shrine ]

they finish “tilling” the soil.

BREER—LR— P https://tsurumijinja.jp/tamatsuri/
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The Center For Promotion Of Folk-Performing Arts



