Experiences that appeal to the five senses!
Take a dive into the beauty of tradition!
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Please note that some festivals may be canceled or postponed.

Some festivals may be canceled or postponed as a result of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Please be sure to check with sourc-
es such as the websites of local municipalities or hosting organizations for details beforehand. Please also follow the instructions
issued by the government and concerned organizations for events that are still held.
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something

you can experience yourself.

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you
excitement that you have never felt before.

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times
all across the country, so let's go out and see them!
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Hyuga Hyottoko Summer Festival
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Esashi Summer Festival (The Shishi-odori "Hyakushikadaigunbu")
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Mitsuke-tenjin Naked Festival
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Hikiyama and Tsukiyama Event in Houjoudu Hachiman Shrine Festival
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Ryusei Festival in Yoshida
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Kanmai Dance in Iwakuni Yukaba
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A festival of the biggest scale found in the country
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Traditional beauty beloved for 300 years
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Elegant festival booths charm all who come to watch.
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Aomori Nebuta Festival
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One of Japan’s three largest bon-odori festivals,

this event draws more than a million visitors.
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Owara Kaze No Bon
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A dance with international character
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Nagasaki Kunchi Festival
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Autumn Takayama Festival (Hachiman Festival)
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A strange and wonderful festival where people
splatter each other with mud!
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The funny faces of the hyottoko are sure to make you smile!
Jolly and funny dancers parade through the streets.

The Nagata Hyokko Odori Dance, a traditional performance and designated
locally as Intangible Folk Art, is a traditional summer event in Hyuga City,
Miyazaki Prefecture. On the main day of the festival, August 5th, a lively
parade of some 2,000 dancers is held. The dancers wear a red kimono with a
white sash, plus spotted hand towels. They also wear masks of hyottoko,
okame (old woman), and kitsune (fox), charming the audience and making
them laugh with a wide variety of expressions. Groups of people as well as
individuals from around Japan participate, competing on the beauty of the
dance, teamwork, and more.
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Individual competitions are held on August
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Main site Plaza in front of Hyuga Staton (Akugare Plaza), . 3

central districts E%E 4th, the night before the festival. Th_e
Access By train: A short walk from Hyugashi Station e e dancers c_om_pete on stage, based on their
Contact Hyuga Hyottoko Summer Festival Executive Committee -1 dance skills in the hyottoko, okame (old

woman), and kitsune (fox) categories.

AHXR—LR—Y Phttp://www.hyottoko.jp/fw
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Esashi Summer Festiva
(The Shishi-odori "Hyakushikadaigunbu")
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About 100 “deer” dance while beating their drums!
The dynamic shishi-odori dance “Hyakushikadaigunbu” is a
highlight.
At Esashi, Oshu City, visitors can enjoy the Urabon Festival, a summer festival in
Esashi featuring the “Hyakushikadaigunbu” shishi-odori dance. The dancers
wear antlers and black horsehair on their heads, with a bamboo whisk attached
in the back for effect. Around 100 dancers of different traditions come together

- > fﬁﬁg’ 5 1 and beat their drums in unison. This dynamic performance of so many dancers

o <. will simply take your breath away. In addition, local traditional performances are
held in the street, and lanterns are displayed for the first Bon festival following
STRIMX D EES{E = T RIEE R, (. EE the demise of a family member. Fireworks are also part of the festivities.
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The dynamic Esashi Shishi-odori Deer Dance, BRALWEDE BMNEISFEAIRIXA(0197-35-2514)
a traditional performance art of the Esashi Main site Oshu-shi Esashi Iwatani-do Shopping Street
region, features dancers wearing sets of deer Access R éﬁﬁ]‘]‘é;Soe;“'&T;S:a“x’acggaf;ﬁ%;?&%k“
horns on their heads and dancing to the beat Contact Oshu Chamber of Commerce Esashi Branch
of the drums attached to their waists.

BMFR—LAR—Y P https://www.city.oshu.iwate.jo/site/kanko/5922.html
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Witness this wild dance of barely-clad men wearing only

grass skirts—the “demon dance” is truly a strange and unique
sight to see!

The Mitsuke Tenjin Shrine (Yanahime Shrine) festival is an annual festival held
over a period of eight days. The main part of the event, the Urayasu-no-Mai dance,
starts on September 23 at 10 am, followed by the nighttime “Naked Festival.” At
9 pm, members of the public gather at the shrine after winding through the town.
After 11 pm, the bold barely-clad dancers descend on the shrine to perform the
“demon dance.” The wild dancing of these almost completely nude men is truly a
strange—yet amazing—sight to see. At the climax of the dance, a series of eight

CIHREZA!

bells is rung and the portable shrine is returned to Omikunitama Shrine.
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The hamagori of September 20th:

Main site Mitsuke Tenjin Shrine (Yanahime Shrine) . A .
Access Train/bus: From JR Iwata Station, take the Entetsu bus no. 80, : After a Shm_to ritual at the altar, the
get off at Mitsuke bus stop, and walk for 10 minutes. & dancers purify themselves—heart and

Contact Mitsuke Tenjin Naked Festival Preservation Society &

BAR#R—LR—Y P https://www.mitsuke-tenjin.com/s-taisai/
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On October 1, The Hikiyama Festival

soul—in the sea waters at Fukuda.
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Buddhist and Shinto deities adorn a special altar set up to

welcome the gods of the sea—The traditional Tsukiyama
ritual: honoring ancient beliefs of the people of the sea—

In Imizu City, Toyama Prefecture, two traditional events featuring a float, one called
“Hikiyama” and the other “Tsukuyama”, have been passed on as a single event as part
of the annual autumn festival at Hojozu Hachimangu shrine. The Tsukiyama event is
particularly unusual in Japan. Deities called the “Tsukiyama”, who come from the
ocean, are invited to a temporary altar on the shrine grounds. On October 2nd,
decorative dolls, including representations of onbaba and four protectors of Buddhism
(Vaisravana, Dhrtarastra, Virudhaka, Virtipaksa) and more, will be shown to the public.
This is an example of the old belief that the deities of Hachiman come from the sea.

XA Y RIE REEN\ES
7 7t 2 BE:FERTEINER & DIESHSD
SHWEDLE RERN\BZRIL-FLREFS FHF(090-8701-6297)

features the parading of portable shrines Main site H6j6zu Hachimangu Shrine

as well as 13 hikiyama floats. The Access By train: A short 5-minute walk from Higashi-
rocession of floral umbrellas during the shinminato Station on the Manyo Line

p & Contact Ho6j6zu Hachimangu Hikiyama & Tsukiyama

day and lanterns at night winds through
the old Shin-minato neighborhood.

Preservation Society Office
BAERN\IEER—LALX— P https://www.houjyoudu.com/new-page-cuko
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Witness an 18-meter-tall homemade rocket fly through the

sky!—This truly unique ritual excites and inspires visitors with
the wonder of the skies— i
|

This Shinto ritual, passed down through generations as part of the Muku Shrine Festival, 3
involves a rocket made by local farmers, called “Ryusei.” It is launched from a ~ SSSEEEES “‘ —mu-:l-gl-mzu_mr‘."mmmm_‘m'" i ¥g
25-meter-tall platform on the mountainside, approximately 300 meters from the shrine. : S
When the fuse is lit, the 18-meter-tall Ryusei is enveloped in white smoke, taking off with . .
a loud roar and propelled through the sky. Ryusei is made from a pine log reinforced M I "X > > 23 S =
with bamboo hoops and filled with black gunpowder. Meticulously crafted over the i —C b‘ﬁa Z5!
course of about a year with secret techniques from different traditions and original . j —
methods, this rocket embodies the curiosity and sincerity of the people who make it. T
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This rocket-launching ritual is characterized
by a special chant prior to launch sung by
skilled voices: “East to west, the dragon
flies in this place---”
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Main site Scaffolding located near Muku Shrine

Access Train/bus: From Seibu Chichibu Station on the Seibu Line, take the E E
bus to Ryusei Kaikan bus stop and walk about 10 minutes. !
Contact Chichibu Board of Education and Cultural Property Protection Division E
R - 4
HFHEERERR—LR—Y P https://www.ryusei.biz/
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This special tradition has been preserved for more than 350

years in a small hamlet!—A traditional ritual dance to pray for
the prosperity of one’s descendants and a bountiful harvest—

This special kagura ritual dance has been carried on by the tiny village of Yukaba,
which consists of just 40 houses along the Nishiki River. Instead of glamour, this
humble kagura features songs of the four seasons and other traditional features,

the heart of which is perpetuated to this day. Every seven years, at the beginning

- > ﬁi‘ E 8-’ 5 1 of the month of April, this festival—of a scale unseen anywhere else—is held at a

< e ) shrine along a riverbed. A total of twelve plays are staged, including “Eight Fierce

Gods,” “Eight Servants,” and “Hasseki,” which features pine tree climbing. Part of
DSUBIDDBHDEEB T HEZE/NEL MR  the festival is held every October at the local Aratamasha Shrine grounds.
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This dance involves frequent use of a unique

move where the dancer quickly steps back Main site Aratama Shrine i

with both feet from a slightly hunched Access By train: A roughly 2-minute walk from the Yukaba [H] [=]
e f . il § Station on the Nishikigawa Railway :

p05|_t|on. It features a unique technique o Contact Iwakuni Yukaba Kanmai Dance Preservation Society '

turning and then turning back.

AHIR—LR—I P http://yukabanokanmai.com/index.html
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The Center For Promotion Of Folk-Performing Arts



