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Experiences that appeal to the five senses!
Take a dive into the beauty of tradition!
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Huge torches are lit on Miyajima Island, one of the three most scenic spots in Japan!

7 'ﬂe;ﬁwrm];,v,—,g z»,%zz«l ,»z

f r;\mahage demons go around v

I}r J B WL

MDINTEZ AR UEE?A'))(%V)

'A’fire festival where god dolls are burned to ward off ev1l

N

e —
T

%\
jh
1?‘ “’ﬂa FIRFT




DLk < FEFICTIERLEET W

B30 d"j’f)bl'iﬁ\%rd)%%lgdw N0 EPJJ:%T:I&*E?HICE%%@D“C‘

VXTI BENFEICH T EiEAE- EEREDR—LA

’\—77&3:'(55{‘5 Fiﬁ%bﬁ@wu<rg l./\o 357:\ Eﬁﬁé’ﬂé%ﬁf» &ﬁa&ﬁﬁa%%ﬁ%ﬁUE@%%(C@EDTC??@%BE\EML\TC bgjo
Please note that some festivals may be canceled or postponed.

Some festivals may be canceled or postponed as a result of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Please be sure to check with sources
such as the websites of local municipalities or hosting organizations for details beforehand. Please also follow the instructions issued
by the government and concerned organizations for events that are still held.
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something

you can experience yourself.

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you
excitement that you have never felt before.

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times
all across the country, so let's go out and see them!
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Great Autumn Festival in Toyokawa Inari
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Yatsushiro Myoken Festival
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Fire Prevention Festival
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Little New Year Retuals of Yuza(Amahage)
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The revival of a feudal lord’s procession during the
Edo period.
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Hakone Feudal Lord’s Procession
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Dances of the gods passed down since ancient times.
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Nationally designated Important Intangible Folk
Cultural Asset
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Tohyama Shimotsuki Matsuri
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An ancient festival that has been passed down for
about 900 years.
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Kasuga Wakamiya On-Matsuri
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A deadly match! One of the three Great Fire Festivals
of Japan.
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Dosojin Fire Festival
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UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage

12 2022 1/15(%)

*Hﬂ%} I |,L%/I\’zmngn\\ a Prefecture

Fry¥73

Chakkirako




[E5£]10~128
2021 »

PE DI B TRAZ AN S

MEICEBTONSHD D%

= AR LR O 7T ET ORI AP R 2R A& T 2L HAEDOME ]
ELTHOEEBERMG UL ESNTOE T AT
RZBEICODHIRTEOREPRNTB MEONFIIFHKIE
ICERLVETH ST HE OEE TRES N FEEro—EHPT
TENSNE T ARTIREEME ST AT Iy I8 ERHFOLED
ChnEE R BTN RAEET 2B S MRS LIRS
FREIPEELDET

Dances of prayer dedicated to the gods, passed down for
generations up in a mountainous region of Shikoku!

These Kagura, passed down for generations by nine organizations from seven cities
and towns in @ mountainous area of Kochi Prefecture, are known as “Tosa no Kagura”,
and are a nationally designated Important Intangible Folk Cultural Asset. Kochi
stretches far from east to west and the characteristics of its performing arts differ from
region to region. Therefore its Kagura also differs from organization to organization.
Many of the Kagura performances are composed of acts with over ten different
melodies and are given over a period of half a day to a whole day. Enjoy a wide variety
of dances with different regional characteristics, such as a dynamic dance that
employs weapons such as swords and arrows, a festive dance performed in honor of
Ebisu, and a dance where a demon known as “Daiban” appears.
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A main day of devotion / Iwahara Kagura / October 15 (Fri) Iwahara Shrine, Nagabuchi Kagura /
October 23 (Sat) Nagabuchi Shrine, Tsunoyama Kagura / October 30 (Sat) Mishima Shrine,
Nanokawa Iwato Kagura / November 8 (Mon) Nisho Shrine, Hongawa Kagura / November 15
(Mon) Nagasawa Shiraga Shrine, ancient Tsunoyama Kagura / November 16 (Tue) Mishima Shrine,
lkegawa Kagura / November 23 (national holiday / Tue) lkegawa Shrine, Yasui Kagura / December
12 (Sun) Kumano Shrine, Hata Kagura / not yet determined, Izanagi-style prayer / irregular dates
Contact / Cultural Properties Division, Executive Committee, Kochi Prefectural Board of Education
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The prominent “flowery wheel” at the
approach in front of the main hall is
made with over 300 lanterns. Those
who want to take part in lighting
the lanterns are free to participate.
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A particularly popular act involves a
performer putting on a demon mask
and appearing as a Daiban. It is said

that a baby held by a Daiban will
grow up healthy.
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Some of the countless lanterns of all sizes are even 10 meters
tall! Be amazed at the brilliant sights, such as the carrying of
portable shrines and the children’s parade.

A grand autumn festival offering thanks for a year of good harvest and held on the
grounds of Myogon Temple, also known as “Toyokawa Inari”. The event is also called the
“Grand Lantern Festival” because of the countless lanterns that light up the grounds,
including some that are roughly 10 meters in height and 5 meters in diameter. During the
day, there is a prayer meeting held by a Buddhist priest as well as the carrying of portable
shrines. It is crowded with a procession of followers wearing white fox masks, children in
costumes, court musicians, priests, and portable shrines that appear to the shouts of
“Good harvests! May we have good harvests for 300 years!” All of the lanterns are lit in
the evening to create a surreal sight of delicate lights that will captivate you.
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Main site / Toyokawa Inari
Access / Train: About 5 min. on foot from JR Toyokawa Station
Contact / Toyokawa City Tourism Association
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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The event where the portable shrines
are “carried up” is headed by a lion and
is roughly 1.5 kilometers long. The 9

flowery parasols coming from the former
castle town are said to have been made

[@£]12/31
2021

12/31@ g;g K %

HA=R -EBTARESLRIHIMNZS !
MEOMBLHHKERTOMH

RS LE Fﬂ%%ﬁéhtlifﬁ%Wﬁ®@ T]Qﬁm
EMH8%#6ﬁbhé@$T?‘Eé%35m@k%%#6ﬁ%ﬂ
47\0)4\1"‘5)%?’( Wi, OOOB@W‘Eﬁ%?#G'CHTEf_B#%‘F biii
HASHMBEALE IR K25 I E BB K ST ET
%zékm%%20<mkﬁﬂbfﬁwfﬁbi<ﬁuﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
RIFESITKDMBELRDET /MABIZIEH K L7 RICFBIR-T
HCBAEZ L LER O KEERT OERFICLET,

Huge torches are lit on Miyajima Island, one of the three most
scenic spots in Japan! A sacred ritual for warding off fire
disasters, held in prayers for a safe new year.

A sacred ritual held from 6 p.m. on December 31 at Mikasahama Beach at the
national treasure of Itsukushima Shrine, which is also a registered World Cultural
Heritage site. Townspeople gather with roughly 1,000 torches ranging in size
from roughly 3.5 meters long to those that can be held with one hand. The
torches are swiftly lit with the flame that is transferred from the shrine to
Mikasahama Beach. The sight where the huge burning torches are each being
carried by 20 to 30 participants is overwhelming. Mikasahama Beach then truly
becomes a sea of fire. After the small torches are put out, they are taken home,
placed on altars, and serve as charms to ward off fire disasters for the year.
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Main site / Mikasahama Beach (stone gate - entrance of Itsukushima Shrine)
Access / Train/Ferry: About 10 min. on foot from Miyajima Pier after taking

the JR West Miyajima Ferry from JR Miyajimaguchi Station
Contact / Itsukushima Shrine Office

between the 18th and 19th centuries.
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See 40 attractions including a huge “turtle snake”! An impressive
Shinko procession that is roughly 1.5 kilometers long.

An annual autumn celebration deifying the North Star and the Big Dipper at
Yatsushiro Shrine, which enshrines the Myoken deity. 40 attractions can be seen
parading through the streets, including a Shinko procession where portable shrines
are “carried down” from Yatsushiro Shrine to Shioya Hachiman Shrine in the afternoon
on November 22 and “carried up” the opposite route the following morning on the
23rd, men and women of all ages dressed in period costumes, flowery parasols up
to four or five meters in height, and the mythical “turtle snake” beast (known as
“Game”). Dances are performed at Tosaki no Kawara in the afternoon. Sights such as
Game vigorously rotating and climbing on the seats of the audience as well as the
decorated horses running while splashing water trigger applause from the crowd.
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Main site / Around Yatsushiro Shrine (Myoken Shrine)

Access / Train/Bus: About 10 min. on foot from the Oiwake bus stop
after taking a Kyushu Sanko bus from JR Yatsushiro Station

Contact / Yatsushiro Myoken Festival Preservation and Promotion Association
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Men carry huge torches lit with
the sacred fire and walk along
Mikasahama Beach in high spirits
chanting “Let’s go, torches”.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Amahage demons arrive with the new year as they visit people's homes! They
give warnings to the children of the homes they visit and ward off disasters.
The Amahage demons, who are local to the 3 villages of Mega, Takinoura, and
Torizaki, are messengers of the gods and admonish children not to be lazy while
warding off evil and praying for good health at the homes they visit. The youths
who play the Amahage demons first offer their prayers at the shrines of their
respective villages before putting on their straw raincoats and masks to visit
people’s homes. The demons at Mega and Torizaki yell and scream as they
chase children around., but those at Takinoura remain silent with masks of old
men on. It is a heartwarming New Year ritual where children with tearful voices
promise demons that they will be good.
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The Amahage demons that appear in various locations / Takinoura District / January 1

(national holiday / Sat) Ootori Shrine (about 9 min. on foot from JR Mega Station)

Mega District / January 3 (Mon) Hachiman Shrine (about 10 min. on foot from JR Mega Station)

Torizaki District / January 6 (Thu) Mikami Shrine (about 21 min. on foot from JR Mega Station)

Contact / Division of Culture, Yuza Town Board of Education

G2
1715881 (Ffcld=H)
DHE
2022

1/9@)

o 5

g

EBZzERS LSNET VIR TEI
JRICIE 5 TRRENE T NTOH
DOHIF BEPRZVIZEXKEHFEA
bharEshEd,

The wooden gods and goddesses that
are said to bear the burden of the evil
are burned until there is nothing left
but ashes. It is also said that the
louder sounds of bamboo joints being
struck ward off more evil.
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Little New Year Retuals of Yuza(Amahage)
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There are some areas where bird-chasing
events are held to bird-chasing music
and the burning of New Year’s decorations

such as pine gate decorations and straw
raincoats are burned.
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The local children pass on tradition! A traditional festival
where god dolls are burned to ward off evil.

A traditional ritual deeply rooted in the region, related to the faith of deities that
prevent the invasion of evil at village boundaries while warding off disasters and evil,
and the fire festivals of the Lunar New Year. Groups of children get together early in the
morning to visit homes and gather items such as New Year decorations, rice, soybeans,
and sweets. It features elderly men holding up wooden gods and goddesses at their
front doors. Everyone sings a song of deities that protect from disasters and evil saying,
“This is the Sainokami deity. This is a great deity.” At the end, the New Year decorations
as well as wooden gods and goddesses are placed into bamboo and straw containers
to be burned in prayers for good health and good harvests for the year.
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Main site / Muramachi District, Uwano, Nyuzen Town

Access / Train: About 15 min. on foot from Nyuzen Station on the Ainokaze

Toyama Railway

Contact / Culture Division, Executive Committee, Nyuzen Town Board | s

of Education
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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The Center For Promotion Of Folk-Performing Arts
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