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Experiences that appeal to the five senses!
Take a dive into the beauty of tradition!
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About ten thousand lanterns light up the Akita night sky!
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See magnificent tachi-neputa floats standing over 20 meters in height!
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- — ’An’offering of a hundred and dozens of floats!
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Please note that some festivals may be canceled or postponed.

Some festivals may be canceled or postponed as a result of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Please be sure to check with sources
such as the websites of local municipalities or hosting organizations for details beforehand. Please also follow the instructions issued
by the government and concerned organizations for events that are still held.
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something
you can experience yourself.

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you
excitement that you have never felt before.

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times
all across the country, so let's go out and see them!
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Kirin Dance
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Autumn Takayama Festival(Hachiman Festival)
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One of the three Great Bon Dance Festivals of Japan
where over a million people gather.
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Traditional beauty that has been endeared for 300 years.
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Warrior procession at a World Heritage site.

,L.u% I—r—/Tokushlma Prefecture

Ao Bwd D B

#ih R BhoA0R

Owara Kaze No Bon
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Drumming and dancing that shake the soul! down the streets!
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Watch huge danjiri floats extravagantly rushing
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Offerings of internationally flavored dances.
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Okinawa Zento Eisa Matsuri
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Kishiwada Danjiri Festival
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Nagasaki Kunchi Festival

Nikko Toshogu Shrine Autumn Grand Festival
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Golden rice stalks lighten up the night at the rice-growing area
of Akita. You cannot help but applaud and cheer when seeing
the feats of the men wielding the kanto lanterns!

One of the three Great Festivals of Tohoku, held in prayer for good harvests with
“kanto” lanterns, which are made to resemble rice stalks. 280 kanto poles fitted
with over 10,000 lanterns gather during the main evening event starting at
sundown. The whole venue gets filled with excitement over the beauty of the
kanto lanterns that shine as they waver. The highlight of the event is the feats of
the men known as sashikos, balancing the kanto lanterns on the palms of their
hands, faces, shoulders, and hips. The feats are performed in an exciting and
thrilling atmosphere to the booming shouts of “Dokkoisho! Dokkoisho!™ Such
feats can also be seen during the Kanto Stunt Exhibition starting in the morning.
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There are four types of kanto lanterns,
ranging from the “yowaka” to the
“owaka”. The “owaka” is about 12 meters
tall, with 46 lanterns attached to bamboo
poles, and weighs about 50 kilograms.
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BHEVEDLYE MEHFEF O URITEERSEHE (018-888-5602)

Main site / Around Akita Kanto Odori
Access / Train: About 15 min. by walk from JR Akita Station
Contact / Akita Kanto Executive Committee

PR —LAR—Y' / https://www.kantou.gr.jp/
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2021 event canceled. Goshogawara Tachi Neputa
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Be astounded by the overwhelming height exceeding 20 meters!
The tachi-neputa floats used in prayers for good health.

The Neputa Festival is said to be a variation of the water lantern ritual held during
the Star Festival of the old Japanese calendar. It is held at various locations in
Aomori Prefecture in August, but the highlight of the Tachi-neputa Festival at
Goshogawara City is also outstanding. Spectators are overwhelmed by their size
exceeding 20 meters in height, which is equivalent to a 7-story-tall building. Their
bright colors and dynamic designs are also impressive. They weigh nearly 20 tons
and are hauled by 70 young people. Over ten small and medium-sized neputa
floats and three tachi-neputa floats appear each year. The new “Shibaraku”

B AD[YyTF~L! | O#TFEIR tachi-neputa performance themed on kabuki plays will be introduced in 2021.
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“Yattemare!” shouted by the festival Main site / Various locations within Goshogawara City including
musicians means “Beat them!”. This Tachineputa no Yakata ]
high-spiritedness led to the event Access / 1('_rra|nr:]'Aboutt 5 m|\?. Entfc;ot from JR Goshogawara Station
A P ) achineputa no Yakata
’a\llso tbgmg called the “Fighting Contact / Goshoggwara Tachineputa Steering Committee
eputa”.

)RR —LR— / http://www.city.goshogawara.lg.jp/kyouiku/bunka/tachineputa.html
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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The Mugiyabushi songs depicting the sorrow of the fleeing Taira Clan

warrior. Enjoy Gokayama minyo songs in an atmospheric townscape!

A minyo festival with Gokayama minyo songs and dances set in the Johana district, which
prospered as a temple town where Johana Betsuin Zentoku Temple is located, and was
known as the “Little Kyoto of Etchu” (the old provincial name of Toyama). The mountainous
Gokayama region is a “treasury of minyo”. The representative “Mugiyabushi” minyo is said
to have originated with a warrior of the Taira Clan who fled the Battle of Dan-no-Ura, and
- > 23 S is performed by a man who wears a family crest-bearing kimono with a hakama skirt, a
~g_l._i’ E& 9-6"' white shoulder sash, and a sword on his hip as he dances briskly while rotating a sedge hat.

. L Enjoy the songs and dances by various groups at the “Mugiya Dance Competition”, held at
Bt 5HEEAEERIITDNS [ the hall on the grounds of Zentoku Temple and the Johana-za theater.
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There are various programs to enjoy, BHEVEDE FEiFmERtiHS (0763-62-1201)

including the dancing event held with Main site / Various locations in the urban area of Johana, including Johana Betsuin

an atmospheric townscape in the Zentoku Temple and the Johana-za Traditional Performing Arts Center

5 Access / Train: About 10 min. on foot from JR Johana Station (Johana Betsuin
background and the event on the final Zentoku Temple)

night, where all the participants Contact / Nanto City Tourism Association
dance together. 5

2021 // totU)ﬁi\ﬁi(L\hb)m\ﬁﬁ(m‘t\')lﬂlgiﬁﬁ‘)‘) B1./\s8(+9) 81, Tottori City, Ivami Town, Wakasa Town, Chizu Town, Yazu Town Tottori Prefecture
%t 3 Shinonsen Town, Kami Town Hyogo Prefecture
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The dancing of the mythical and sacred beast “Kirin”! A folk performing
art that has been performed in the Inaba/Tajima region for 370 years.
A lion dance that has been dedicated to shrines in the eastern part of Tottori
Prefecture (Inaba) and the northwestern part of Hyogo Prefecture (Tajima) for
ages. The lion head shaped like the sacred beast, the “Kirin”, which appears in
Chinese mythology and is said to appear during a period of peace and
tranquility, differs from shrine to shrine and features golden skin, a single horn
on its forehead, and a humorous expression on its face. It gives a dynamic
dance performance slowly rotating its head and twisting its body as it is led by
a drunk orangutan that has been dyed entirely red including its face, hair, and
costume. Feel a sense of sacredness that is both stately and inviolable.
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It is said that children whose
heads are bitten by a Kirin lion
become smart and that adults

whose heads are bitten can spend
the entire year in good health.
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Main site / Utsuno Shrine / October 8 (Fri), Shinonsen Town (About 10 min. T
on foot from JR Hamasaka Station)
Owasami no Mikoto Shrine / October 10 (Sun), Tottori City
(About 5 min. on foot from the Kamisunami bus stop after taking
the Hinomaru bus from JR Tottori Station)
Contact / Cultural Exchange Section, Planning and Promotion Division, Tottori City

BFEE BB D F 5] i—L~R—Y / kirinnomachi-japan-heritage. jp/ jp/
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Magnificent floats light up Hida Takayama in autumn! A beautiful festival
that conveys the skills and style of Hida carpentry to modern times.

The Takayama Festival is one of the three most beautiful festivals of Japan. It is held twice
a year in spring and autumn. In autumn, it refers to the Hachiman Grand Festival held at
Sakurayama Hachiman Shrine. What is particularly noteworthy is the 11 festival floats that
are nationally designated Important Tangible Folk Cultural Assets. The sophisticated
skills of the carpenters of Hida between the 18th and 19th centuries can be seen through

carvings, woven fabrics, and how roofs are hoisted. In addition to the floats being > > a3 g,

dragged to the front approach and the floats being dragged around, which can only be ~&.¢_17 E 9-5“’

seen in autumn, on the grounds are also offerings being performed by mechanical En

puppets twice a day. Be amazed at the masterful movements of the mechanical puppets. r IHEICIZ . BEFhF2ETEIFSE
BYBANERA[EEIVTbhET,
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:,':“EEL\ Sht BIMER (0577-32-3333) : ) Farewell songs are sung as the floats
ain site / Sakurayama Hachiman Shrine, various locations in Takayama City X

Access / Train/Bus: About 4 min. on foot (Sakurayama Hachiman are returned to their storehouses on

Shrine) from the Kusakabe Mingeikan Guchi bus stop after the night of the 9th. The glow of the

lanterns and the sad tunes create a

surreal atmosphere.

taking a Machinami bus from JR Takayama Station
Contact / Takayama City Tourism Division

SWmR—AL~X—Y / https://www.city.takayama.lg.jp/1007882/index.html
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An offering of a hundred and dozens of floats! A graceful and
gallant festival representative of autumn in Shikoku.

The “Saijo Festival”, which has been held since the Edo period, consists in an
annual celebration held in thanks to good harvests at four shrines (Isono Shrine,
Kamo Shrine, Ishioka Shrine, and lizumi Shrine). Shrine parishioners walk

through the streets with various floats (danjiri floats, portable shrines, and drum
stands) decorated with exquisite engravings and golden embroidery. Over 80

_—— ﬁi\ﬁg, 6’“" floats gather_ at Karr_wo River as portable shrines are dedicgted to and delivered
e - into Kamo River during the climax of the Isono Shrine Festival. The scene where
the dozens of danjiri floats in the river try to keep each other from entering the

10H15HKHA»SITTD NS HFE shrine is overwhelming.

Tt B RS . BT DO FESERAT .
= 9 §ﬁl"®EIE FItR/ BRiEL/108 98 (1) - 108 (B) . JRIPFFERER] KUETHI109
12IEA5 2L D KAUT S h. SIHR I /$ e E4L/108148 (8 - 158 (&) RIFFKRER) D185

izt
B’ETE/MI“?‘LNOH‘ISEI(Q) 168 (£) . JRIPFEERIR] KUETHID — =S
TRREBMUHLET . BRI EAL/10A168 (1) - 178 (B) . JRIPFERR] SWETHIS WA

BHEVWEDY TR REER (0897-52-1690)
Access / Kamo Shrine Festival / October 9 (Sat), 10 (Sun), About 10 min. by car from JR Iyo Saijo Station

The Isono Shrine Festival starts

in the early hOUF% Pf October 15. Ishioka Shrine Festival / October 14 (Thu), 15 (Fri), About 8 min. on foot from JR Iyo Himi Station
Thousands of Saijo lanterns are Isono Shrine Festival / October 5 (Fri), 16 (Sat), About 9 min. by car from JR lyo Saijo Station
lit with candles creating a surreal lizumi Shrine Festival / October 16 (Sat), 17 (Sun), About 9 min. by car from JR Iyo Saijo Station

Contact / Tourism Promotion Section, Saijo City
scene.

FEHR—LR—Y / https://www.city.saijo.ehime. jp/soshiki/kanko/maturi2.html
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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The Center For Promotion Of Folk-Performing Arts
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