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Experiences that appeal to the five senses!
Take a dive into the beauty of tradition!
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Offerings made elegantly by high-ranking courtesans in remembrance

of a tragic young emperor.
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'’A’spectacular passing down of an ancient form of rice planting.
BERfH: (—1) WRSEEHR

A7 138 CHEH EXTH

Communicating with the souls of the departed through
a spiritual medium!
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'A’shogun’s festival that was under the aegis of the Edo Shogunate
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Please note that some festivals may be canceled or postponed.

Some festivals may be canceled or postponed as a result of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Please be sure to check the websites
of local municipalities and hosting organizations or other official sources beforehand for details. Please also follow the instructions
issued by the government and concerned organizations for events that are still held.
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something
you can experience yourself.

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you
excitement that you have never felt before. h .
These festivals have been passed down since ancient times 1
all across the country, so let's go out and see them! %
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The Sentei Festival Mibu no Hana Taue
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An exciting race of boats shaped like dragons! Unique dance performances that captivate roughly 2 million people! Fan-shaped world heritage Neputa floats light up the night.
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Naha Hari YOSAKOI Soran Festival Shiretoko Shari Neputa
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A grand procession headed towards Kanazawa Castle. Added to UNESCO's Intangible Cultural Heritage list. One of the three Great Festivals of Japan.
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Kanazawa Hyakumangoku Festival Hakata Gion Yamakasa Tenjin Matsuri
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Notice on distribution as of the next edition

While the information contained in the Japanese Festivals booklet will continue to be posted on the website of the Center for
Promotion of Folk-Performing Arts, it will no longer be available in print form after this year. Thank you for your understanding.
As of 2021, the Japanese Festivals booklet can be enjoyed by accessing the Center’s website (http://www.dentogeino.or.jp).
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Be captivated by the elegance of the high ranking courtesans!

A historic ritual held in memory of a tragic young emperor.

The young Emperor Antoku died in 1185 during the Battle of Dannoura when he was
thrown into the ocean. The Sentei Festival is held at Akama Shrine for three days
starting on the anniversary of his death. The court lady worshipping event on May 3
is particularly famous. It is a ritual that has continued ever since high-ranking court
ladies of the Taira Clan started holding their worshipping services every year on the
anniversary of his death. The sight of the five high-ranking courtesans accompanied
by a girl, guard, court lady, and attendant wearing tall wooden clogs facing outwards
is truly spectacular. Portable Gohoren shrines can be seen carried through the
streets on the final day during the festival, celebrating the transfer of the deity.
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Main site / Akama Shrine

Access / Train / Bus: Short walk from the Akamajingumae bus stop

after taking a Sanden Kotsu bus from JR Shimonoseki Station
Contact / Akama Shrine

BHK—LAR—Y / http://www.tiki.ne.jp/~akama-jingu/
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“Deka-yama” floats, which the towns
each try to outdo each other with in
extravagance. Hung on the stage
above are roughly 2-meter-tall dolls
recreating famous Kabuki scenes.
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Events such as the presenting of special
local products and dedications made to
performing arts are also held on May 3. The
Shinto “Fan Dance”, where 4 female
attendants dance like the princess of the
undersea palace, is a particular sight to see.
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See the heaviest floats in Japan, known as “Deka-yama floats”, being pulled!
An exciting float festival that beckons spring to the Noto district.

A spring festival at Otokonushi Shrine, named after a ceremony where Shinsen
(offerings) are presented on Aogashiwa (young oak leaves). One of the features
is the huge “Deka-yama” floats, each dedicated by three towns known as
“Yamacho”. They are roughly 12 meters in height and 20 tons in weight, and
can boast of being the heaviest floats in Japan. Their being pulled alongside
structures through narrow streets provides a magnificent sight. The event where
they are turned around using huge levers is a must-see. The three Deka-yama

floats all gathered in one spot* in front of places such as Otokonushi Shrine and
Noto Food Festival Market is also spectacular. *Unscheduled as of 2021.
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Main site / Central urban area of Nanao City

Access / Train: About 10 min. on foot from JR Nanao Station

Contact / Commerce and Tourism Division, Industry Department,
Nanao City

AXK—LR—Y / https://www.nanao-cci.or.jp/dekayama/index.html
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Horen and the portable version of the main
shrine in a procession with people in
costumes of the Heian period during the
“Jinkosai” festival. Other rituals such as a
procession of more portable shrines and
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An extravagant procession traveling through a downtown area of Tokyo!
A shogun’s festival that was under the aegis of the Edo Shogunate.

A biannual festival held at Kanda Shrine. This is one of the three Great Festivals
of Japan and has been famous throughout the country since the Edo period.
Ichinomiya / (Onamuchi-no-Mikoto) (Daikoku), Ninomiya / (Sukunahikona-no-Miko-
to) (Ebisu), Sannomiya / Taira-no-Masakado-no-Mikoto (Horen) and the portable
version of the main shrine march through areas including Kanda, Nihombashi,
Marunouchi, and Akihabara during the "Jinkosai" festival on May 8. The streets
are filled with excitement on May 8 and 9 when various portable shrines of the
town line up as they enter the shrine grounds. The "Reitaisai" festival is also held
on May 13 in prayers for the happiness of shrine parishioners as well as Japan's
prosperity and peace.
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Main site / Kanda Shrine

Access / Train: About 5 min. on foot from Ochanomizu Station on the
JR / Tokyo Metro Lines

Contact / Kanda Shrine
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warriors are included when evening comes.
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Hear the sounds of rice planting songs and festive music dedicated to village forests
filled with lush vegetation! See gorgeous rustic scrolls showcased early summer.

The “Hayashida”, where many people gather to sing rice planting songs to make
it through the harsh rice planting season, is a ritual that could often be seen
many years ago in the Chugoku region. It is said that people and cows were
dressed up extravagantly as they held a grand rice planting event in prayer for
a good harvest toward the end of the rice planting season. This festival conveys
that custom to modern times. Elegantly decorated cows rake the water-laden
paddy and musicians play the flute, drums, and small cymbals while women in
kimonos made with dyed fibers plant the seedlings. The beautiful rural
landscape will captivate you.
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BALEDE—RUEEEAILLEETER YRR (0826-72-6908)

Main site / Special venue at Mibu, Kitahiroshima-cho, Yamagata-gun,
Hiroshima 3 !

Access / Car: About 5 min. from the Chiyoda IC on the Chugoku Expressway & J

Contact / Kitahiroshima Town Tourism Association )

Decorated cows and musicians
head toward the hall in a
procession through the shopping
streets. This is also one of the
features before the actual event
is held.

LB R K—AR— / http://Kitahiro.jp/about/mibu_hanadaue.html TR () MEEER RS
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Communicating with the departed through a spiritual medium! A festival
at Mount Osore, which is one of the three major holy sites in Japan.

Mount Osore is a holy mountain where, for roughly 1,200 years, spirits of the dead
have been believed to gather. In addition to Buddhist sermons and prayers being held
three times a day, there is also a sermon for feeding hungry ghosts and a reading of
the Sutra of Great Wisdom, depending on the day, during the summertime Osorezan
Taisai Festival. A medium performs a ritual of contact with spirits of the deceased
near the Main Hall, and this lets many teary-eyed people communicate with their
dearly departed. The “Sanshu-jozan-shiki® ceremony, which is held on July 22, is
particularly popular. Monks and believers from Mount Osore Bodaiji Temple form a
procession with people being carried on litters as they climb the mountain. The head

priest exits his litter when reaching the Main Gate and heads for the Jizo Hall. COMPEHOUANDBRIBES N
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BAKIEST
BEVLE bﬂ/,u\m%?%ﬁﬁ (0175-22-3825)
Main site / Mount Osore Bodaiji Temple
Access / Train: Short walk from the Osorezan bus stop after taking a
Shimokita Koutsu bus from JR Shimokita Station
Contact / Mount Osore Temple Office

BRK—LR— / https://osorezan.or.jp/?page_id=395

Taiko Bridge, which is the gateway
between the land of the living and the
land of the dead. A procession of litters
headed toward the Main Gate of Bodaiji
Temple from this bridge can be seen at
the Sanshu-jozan-shiki ceremony.
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All of Nagasaki Port is filled with excitement!
A valiant boat race that has been held for over 360 years.

The first traditional Chinese Peiron boat race at Nagasaki Port was held in 1655.
It is said to have started when a group of Chinese people living here held a
ceremony for a Chinese ship that was wrecked at the port. The highlight of the
event is the final race between selected teams from various areas. 26 rowers
get on the roughly 14-meter-long boats and race over a distance of 1,150
meters. The boats stir up white waves to the beat of drums and gongs over the
water. The heated races and the fervor of their fans are truly a sight to see.
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All partlapants Cein - Emjey Main site / Nagasaki Port Matsugae International Cruise Ship Terminal
rowing to the rhythm of the Access / Train: About 25 min. on foot from JR Nagasaki Station
boats in between the Contact / Nagasaki Peiron Championship Executive Committee
Peiron races.

RRERERKEI VNV Y 3 ViRik—L~R—Y / https://www.at-nagasaki. jp/festival/summer/peron/
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Tel. 03-6435-8333
Email. soken@nihon-kankou.or.jp
URL. http://www.nihon-kankou.or.jp/home/
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