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Experiences that appeal to the five senses!
Take a dive into the beauty of tradition!
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'A'local performing art that marks the end of winter and welcomes spring.
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An all-night dancing ritual that has continued for roughly 1,300 years.
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Please note that some festivals may be canceled or postponed.

Some festivals may be canceled or postponed as a result of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Please be sure to check the websites
of local municipalities and hosting organizations or other official sources beforehand for details. Please also follow the instructions
issued by the government and concerned organizations for events that are still held.
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something

you can experience yourself.

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you
excitement that you have never felt before.

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times
all across the country, so let's go out and see them!
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Fire Ritual (Tatsukuri Festival)
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Shingen-ko Festival
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A night of visions told in an igloo.
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Yokote Snow Festival
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An ancient Buddhist ceremony where national
treasures are lit up with huge torches.
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Todaiji Temple Shunie Ceremony (Omizutori)

Extravagantly decorated horses dancing!
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Hatsuuma-sai Festival
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A hot springs town that houses one of Japan’s

Three Ancient Hot Springs is at its height in spring.
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The Festival of Dogo Onsen

An extravaganza of twelve floats!
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Takayama Spring Festival (Sanno Festival)
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Men hold blazing torches as they run down a precipitous stone
stairway! A World Heritage fire festival that represents a dragon.

A majestic fire festival over 1,400 years old held at Kamikura Shrine, which is part of the
“Sacred Sites and Pilgrimage Routes in the Kii Mountain Range” World Heritage site.
Roughly 2,000 men called “Noboriko” clad in white garments fastened with straw ropes
run down a precipitous set of 538 stone steps from the top of Mount Kamikura at around
8:00 p.m. while carrying torches lit with sacred fire. Be captivated by the excitement and
intensity reminiscent of dragon as sung by the locals, “A festival of lanterns is a festival for
real men while the mountain becomes a waterfall of fire and a dragon comes down to us”.
Only men can be “Noboriko™ participants, but tourists from out of town can also join in*

iOutside participants are not invited in 2021 to prevent COVID-19 infection. I- gﬁgﬁﬁ%@?ﬁ?ﬁfﬁ%ﬁ%
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BEVWEDE FEEREE A (0735-22-2533)
There are natural stone steps known as
the oldest path on the Ancient Kumano
Pilgrimage Trail at Kumano Hayatama
Shrine’s auxiliary shrine of Kamikura Shrine,
and above it is the sacred Gotobiki Rock.

Main site / Kamikura Shrine
Access / Train: About 15 min. on foot from JR Shingu Station
Contact / Kumano Hayatama Shrine

BRHik—L~R— / http://kumanohayatama.jp/?page_id=18
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A view of plum blossoms that takes your breath away! Enjoy a moment
of luxury in spring at one of the Three Great Gardens of Japan.

The Mito Plum Blossom Festival, which has been held over 120 times, is a
festival of flowers that welcomes the slightly early arrival of spring. The venues
are Kairakuen, which is one of the Three Great Gardens of Japan, and the
Kodokan school of the Mito Clan, which was one of the largest clans in Japan.
There are roughly 3,000 plum trees of about 100 species on the spacious
grounds of Kairakuen, and various kinds can be seen during different times of
the season as there are those that bloom early, bloom mid-season, and bloom
late. There are various events scheduled to be held during this period.
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Kodokan, which was established in Main site / Kairakuen, Kodokan i

Access / Kairakuen - Train / Bus: About 5 min. on foot from the Kobuntei
1841 a”q was one of the largest clan Omotemon Entrance bus stop after taking an Ibaraki Kotsu bus from
schools in Japan, has roughly 800 JR Mito Station (Kobuntei Front Gate), or about 5 min. on foot from
trees of about 60 species with the Kairakuen bus stop after taking a Kanto Railway bus (East Gate)

Kodokan - Train: About 8 min. on foot from JR Mito Station
Contact / Mito Tourism Convention Association

KEBHIVRY Y a UifRk—L~_R—Y / https://www.mitokoumon.com/festival/ume.html

blooming flowers. It can be accessed
on foot from Mito Station.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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See extravagant Shinto hats worn by dancers! A local
performing art that has been endeared for roughly 800 years.

Enburi is a folk performing art held in prayer for a year of a full harvest that has
been passed down for roughly 800 years in the Hachinohe area. The dancers,
called Tayu, wear brilliantly-ornamented Shinto hats shaped like horses’ heads
and wildly sway their heads as they dance. There is the “Naga-enburi”, which is
performed slowly and gracefully, and the “Dosai-enburi”, which has a quick
tempo. Both of them depict rice cultivation. There are still currently over 30
active groups, mostly in Hachinohe City, and their performances and processions
can be seen at various locations within the city for 4 days every February.
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Main site / In front of the head office of Hachinohe City Hall, and
various locations within the city such as the Hachinohe
City Community Center
Access / Train: About 8 min. on foot from JR Hon-Hachinohe Station
(in front of the head office of Hachinohe City Hall)
Contact / VISIT Hachinohe

%E?;:HE—\/} \)EI_'E Hachinohe City Aomori Prefecture
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Bonfire enburi performances are held at
night at the square in front of Hachinohe
City Hall during this period. Bonfires are lit
and dances by Tayu performers as well as
music can be enjoyed in an atmosphere
that is different from that of daytime.
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Mystical dances that last throughout the night!

A ritual that has been preserved for roughly 1,300 years.

The Nishiure Dengaku dance is performed all night in the bitter cold at Kannon
Temple from the time the moon rises on January 18 of the old calendar until the
sun comes up the following day. Ritual Dengaku music and dance consisting of all
47 numbers is performed in prayers for good harvests and perfect health, among
others. The performances such as Kyogen-type dances and mystical dances in
the dark illuminated by flames draw the audience into a magical world.
According to myth, it started in 719 when the monk Gyogi visited this land, made

a Buddhist Shokanzeon statue and mask, and offered them here. The rigid rules
are continually observed and passed down by the 20+ dancers of the houses
that have been inherited for generations.
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Main site / On the grounds of Nishiure Kannon Temple

Access / 'IS'Egitri]O/nBus: Free shuttle bus services to and from JR Misakubo

Contact / Cultural Properties Division, Citizen Affairs Department,
Hamamatsu City
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The abundance of Dengaku
performances and Taasobi rice
planting rituals as well as the
Modoki practice of songs
mimicking previous songs are
particularly valuable aspects of
entertainment history.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Rings of fire overlap each other and light up the shrine pavilion at night!
The fire swinging ritual that welcomes the princess god is surreal.

The Tatsukuri Festival is an agricultural festival held in prayer for good harvests and
lasts for 7 days with rituals celebrating the wedding ceremony of Kunitatsu-no-Kami,
which is the festival god of Aso Shrine. What is particularly worth seeing is the fire
swinging ritual at the Gozemukae pre-marriage meeting on March 13. The priest goes
out to meet the sacred body of the princess god who is the marriage partner,
completes responsibilities such as the purification process before the marriage and
the makeup ritual on the way back, and they arrive at Aso Shrine in the evening.
When the princess god procession enters the approach, the residents light thatch
torches on fire and swing them around. On March 16, the priest performs the rice
field tilling ritual, which depicts the cultivating of rice, in front of the married gods.
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Main site / Aso Shrine
Access / Train: About 15 min. on foot from JR Miyaji Station
Contact / Aso Shrine

BFR—

L~R—Y / http://asojinja.or.jp/events/tatsukuri/
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Over 1,000 troops from various
locations in the prefecture with
the Fu-Rin-Ka-Zan banner
gather together. It has been
certified by the Guinness World
Records™ as the “Largest
Samurai Parade in the World”.

HEIERR - SR EFEBICBDISEENHIE T SHN T ORI, BAICRIFTDERE CHERLET W, #RHABS. EHERTEXENBIRS

lﬁﬁlﬂaﬂfmgﬁﬁq’@ EE‘ZE,HE—\/ Bﬁ[ﬁﬁi Aso City Kumamoto Prefecture
[6) V) /s

2< D DD

}( yﬁ D i I $ m 1,5 /j_. ) Fire Ritual (Tatsukuri Festival)

"W@@}IQW Gefie I -ack reunel 18 eurrentdly un &7 FEREIT
(ﬁmﬁ@ﬁy&lﬁlfﬁl@

H{ES4H B i 230 2 2 [#HF]
WE | ABDOARTHE > MBI O Tl
FEREICEL HBEEFTED2A
PHEOTREERMEANEEPVE T,
The Gozemukae pre-marriage meeting
on the 4th day of the Tatsukuri Festival.
The sacred body of the princess god
made of Japanese oak is wrapped in
branches and leaves, and the priest and
a young boy carry it off to Aso Shrine.

RIBOBHED 2B THS!
HRRABERTHRINSREITY
WERROLT REELA. CORELHACHESNBELA
550 112 PO E 3 B BT AL C. ETERRELOBE O 1
FA LA T UL DES BT R RECEET . LMADY /5
1R Bk BB B L2 2 R IR B R &7 51 2 B
e IR AL APRE A R C SROMB 223
DITVET . 2O FEEFE 7 EHAH ML RS2
HAERITELET

The mighty Takeda army has transcended time and is back!
The largest recreation of a warrior procession in the world.
Shingen Takeda was a great general during the the Warring States period. The
Shingen-ko Festival is held in celebration of his posthumous influence and
makes you feel as if you went back in time to the flowery Warring States period
in the Kofu Basin, where there are many cherry and peach blossoms. The
warrior procession that authentically recreates how he fought in the Battles of
Kawanakajima is held from Saturday evening. Each year, Shingen and his 24
generals exchange saké cups as part of their deployment ceremony. Armored
troops then deploy for battle and proceed valiantly in front of Kofu Station and
other locations.
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Main site / Various locations within the city including Maizuru Castle Park
Access / Train: About 5 min. on foot from JR Kofu Station (Maizuru
Castle Park)
Contact / Shingen-ko Festival Executive Planning Committee
[inside the Yamanashi Tourism Organization]

BHK—LR— / https://www.yamanashi-kankou. jp/shingen/
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Tel. 03-6435-8333
Email. soken@nihon-kankou.or.jp
URL. http://www.nihon-kankou.or.jp/home/
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