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Experiences that appeal to the five senses!
Take a dive into the beauty of tradition!
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Praying to'a huge dragon god for rain®
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Demons dance as they,pray for good harvests’
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One of the three Great Bon Dance Festivals of-Japan where
over a million people gather!
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Please note that some festivals may be canceled or postponed.

Some festivals may be canceled or postponed as a result of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Please be sure to check with sources
such as the websites of local municipalities or hosting organizations for details beforehand. Please also follow the instructions issued
by the government and concerned organizations for events that are still held.
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something

you can experience yourself.

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you
excitement that you have never felt before.

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times
all across the country, so let's go out and see them!
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Gobo Festival

E&?X@I&%D Main festivals in summer and autumn

E R KHBD A — IV SEHWM LBV ATS5D! HIIMT 2 AL OSiF 2 5S!
One of the largest in scale throughout the country. See lines of magnificent bamboo branches! A lion made up of two performers dances nine meters up in the air!
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Aomori Nebuta Festival
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Sendai Tanabata Festival
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Asakura Lion's Ladder Festival
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Huge stalks of rice that light up the night sky. Japan’s largest Grand Minyo Parade! Huge drum stands compete with each other.
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Akita Kanto Festival
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Niihama Taiko Festival
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One of the four Great Festivals of Tohoku. Drumming and dancing that shake the soul! '?'e?i?n ‘;ftsll‘}%‘r‘crﬁgfreat Fire Festivals of Japan accompanied by
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Yamagata Hanagasa Festival
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Kurama Fire Festival
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Roughly 7,000 people march to music being played as they shout

“Yassa, Yassal”

A summer festival representative of the Chugoku Region gathering over four
hundred thousand people each year. The Yassa Festival, where roughly 7,000
dancers shout “Yassa, yassa” as they parade around Mihara Station to the
rhythm of the music, starts at around 5 p.m. on the first and second days of the
festivities. It is a historic dance that started with both men and women, young
and old, dancing in celebration of the floating castle completed by the
resourceful general Takakage Kobayakawa in 1567 during the Warring States
period. Fireworks will also be shot off at the Itozaki coast from around 8 p.m.
on the third day.
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Main site / Around Mihara Station
Access / Train: Short walk from JR Mihara Station
Contact / Mihara Yassa Festival Executive Committee

BHK—LR— / https://www.yassa.net/
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The women wear hats and the men
wear hand towels on their heads
as they dance in the extravagant
costumes of their teams.
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The Yassa Dance, which is accompanied
by lively music played with instruments
such as shamisens, handbells, taiko
drums, flutes, and Japanese castanets,
as well as singing, is steadily becoming a
folk dance that is representative of
Hiroshima Prefecture.

Tokushima City Tokushima Prefecture
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One of the three Great Bon Dance Festivals of Japan, where over a
million people gather! The sight of the entire city being engulfed by
the excitement of the dancing is overwhelming.

One of the three Great Bon Dance Festivals of Japan, which boasts a history of
more than 400 years. Over a million people of roughly 850 groups gather every
year and perform dances to the rhythm of the zomeki. Dances are performed
on the street at the theater, and performed in a circle as well as on stage at the
dance square and dance stage. Original dances can be enjoyed from early
evening to late night at 13 venues set up within the city. As the saying goes,
“There are fools who dance and fools who watch so you might as well be a fool
who dances”, visitors can also participate as drop-in dancers.
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Main site / Special venues around Tokushima Station (13 locations)
Access / Train: Short walk from JR Tokushima Station
Contact / Awa Odori Management Office

BRK—LR— / https://www.awaodori.tokushima.jp/
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Elegant dances in kimonos and masks!

Emotional Bon dancing around a bonfire.

A traditional ceremony of Towada Kemanai, Kazuno City, and one of the three
Great Bon Dance Festivals of Akita Prefecture. It consists of elegant dances to
the sounds of huge taiko drums and flutes around a bonfire in a circle facing the
center, and dances to the sounds of unaccompanied singing. The men in
clothes such as family crest-bearing kimonos and aqua blue inner wear dancing

- - A3 S - alongside the women in formal kimonos with pink inner wear using hand towels
"'L.c..fyﬁt t—é"' as mask create an exotic atmosphere. Tourists can also join in on the dancing

and lessons are available for those who want to practice.
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The huge taiko drums are played by
S [ and held by another. The Main site / Kemanai Bon dance site (Komose-dori Street)
high-pitched sounds that can only be Access / Car: About 3 min. from the Towada IC on the Dohoku Expressway
produced with horse skin can be heard Contact / Towada Hachimantai Tourism & Products Association

throughout the town and mark the
commencement of the Bon dancing.

ARK—LR— / https://www.ink.or.jp/ kemanai09/
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A huge 36-meter-long dragon god being carried in a procession!
A traditional ritual in prayers for rain where a dragon god is

placed in a pond.

Aritual held in prayers for rain that has been passed down in Tsurugashima City

since the Edo period. A 36-meter-long dragon weighing 3 tons and made of

straw, bamboo, and rope is turned into a god during a ritual at Shirahige Shrine ERGREAY
before its departure. The huge dragon god is carried by 300 men for roughly 2

kilometers over to Kandachi Pond. The event reaches a climax when the dragon _—— 75“%?;‘“’ 2~
god is placed in the pond. As it is being placed in the pond, the men shout [SEY S, (S

prayers for the rain and black clouds to come.
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BEWVWEDE By EMBEERES L83 (049-285-2194)
The gold-colored gem attached to
the head of the dragon god is
fought over when it is being
dismantled. The clash between the
young men is exhilarating and

#85 Bifili—L~X— / https://www.city.tsurugashima.lg. jp/page/page003253.html i e ) astounds all those who watch.

Main site / Shirahige Shrine, Kandachi Pond

Access / Train: About 15 min. on foot from Wakaba Station on the Tobu
Tojo Line (Kandachi Pond)

Contact / Cultural Properties Section, Tsurugashima City Board of Education
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Demons dancing as they beat small drums!

A folk performing art that captivates with its menacing demon masks.
A folk performing art where performers with demon masks and small drums
hanging over their bellies dance to the sound of taiko drums and handbells. The
Otonashi Memburyu, which is the oldest type, and the Hogaura Menburyu,
which features complex and refined performances, have been passed down in
Kashima City, and both have different types of costumes and dances. Demons
who have been defeated by the gods have reformed and pray for good
harvests, rainfall, the repose of souls, and the driving away of evil spirits as they
flail their long hair. The menacing demon masks, with their colorful expressions,
will captivate those who see them.
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BEVEDE BEEMEIENER (0954-63-3412)

Main site / Toguchi Shrine, Chinju Shrine, Tenshi Shrine (all held in the

morning)

Access / Train: About 10 min. on foot from JR Hizen-Nanaura Station
(Tenshi Shrine)

Contact / Kashima City Commerce and Tourism Division

EEmR—ALX—Y / https://www.city.saga-kashima.lg.jp/main/4040.html
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The Kehon Dance is the No. 1
Intangible Cultural Asset of
Wakayama Prefecture. Dancers
wearing hats decorated with

flowers and exquisite costumes
perform humorous dances.
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Demon masks are painstakingly
crafted by mask artists who make
precise carvings in wood materials
such as camphor, Paulownia,

cypress, and Nogomi cedar with a
traditional chisel.

FOFRLLE /A Gobo City Wakayama Prefecture
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A valiant procession of taiko drum floats through the town!
The sight of their being boosted up is spectacular.

The Gobo Festival is the grandest festival in Gobo and the Hidaka region, and
attracts so many people that it has been said that it is the place to go if you really
want to see crowds of people. The raising of banners on October 1st and the
warm-up sessions on the 3rd are followed by the preliminary festival on the 4th
and the main event on the 5th. One feature that particularly attracts attention is
the taiko drum floats that are valiantly carried through the town. Four boys with
their faces painted white like kabuki actors play taiko drums on the floats as
young men chant “saitekuryo (give it up)”. The sight of the roughly 1-ton 4-legged
structures gallantly being lifted high up is quite impressive.
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Main site / Kotake Hachiman Shrine

Access / Train: About 5 min. on foot from Nishigobo Station on the
Kishu Railway Line

Contact / Commerce and Industry Division, Industrial Construction
Department, Gobo City

filysmhiki—L~—3 / http://www.city.gobo.wakayama.jp/kankojoho/asobu/matsuri/1395035915427.html
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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