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Experiences that appeal to the five senses! Take a dive into the beauty of tradition!
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something you can experience yourself.
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About 100 horses march as their bells jingle
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Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you excitement that you have never felt before.

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times all across the country,

so let’s go out and see them! TIHDKRSICERRICEHEE
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Yotaka Festival In Tonami
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On May 3rd and 4th from 9 a.m.

is the Hakata Matsubayashi
parade, where gods of fortune
(Fukurokuju, Ebisu, and Daikoku)
circle the town accompanied by
four groups of small children.

Hakata Dontaku Port Festival
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Beating rice paddles while marching down the streets!

A big event filled with the style of the Hakata townspeople

A festival with its origins in the nationally-selected Intangible Folk Cultural
Property called “Hakata Matsubayashi Festival”, developed by stylish Hakata
townspeople. It attracts about 2 million spectators over a period of two days. The
Dontaku Square Parade is held in May from 1 p.m. on the 3rd and from 3 p.m. on
the 4th. Over 35,000 participants from 776 groups in distinct costumes march
through the town as they beat their rice paddles and perform dances at various
stages and spaces. Spectators are also welcome to participate in the grand dance
event, which is the finale of the festivities held from 6:50 p.m. on the 4th.
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BEVEhE EEMEORVIREREHF (092-441-1118)
Main site / Dontaku Square (Meiji-dori Avenue), various locations within Fukuoka City
Access / Train: About 5 min. from Tenjin Station on the Fukuoka City Subway Line

(Main festival stage: Square in front of the Fukuoka City Hall Building)
Contact / Fukuoka Citizens’ Festival Promotion Association Administration Office

BHK— L= / https://www.dontaku.fukunet.or.jp
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Boats decorated with dragon heads and dragon tails race in the harbor!
The largest Hari event in Okinawa

This is the largest of all Hari events held throughout Okinawa. The sight of 32
rowers racing, each in special boats with dragon heads on their bows, is
overwhelming. On the 3rd of May are matches of sweat and tears between
junior high schools in the city, and the 4th is when spectators can board the
boats for free. After the exciting conventional race on the 5th are a ceremony
where the boaters in traditional Hari racing costumes offer prayers around the

harbor while singing, and the main Hari event that determines who the
champions will be that year.
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Main site / New pier at Naha Port

Access / Monorail: About 15 min. on foot from Miebashi Station on the Yui Rail
(Okinawa Urban Monorail) Line

Contact / Naha Hari Executive Committee

On the final day is the exciting
conventional race. Various
groups including youth
groups, business associations,
women’s groups, and American
military groups compete for

BFEHEBARBGER—LR—Y / https://www.naha-navi.or.jp/magazine/2227/ honor.
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Chag-Chag-Umakko

Takizawa City-Morioka City
Iwate Prefecture
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A parade starts at 9:30 a.m. on
June 8th after prayers are offered
at Onikoshi-souzen Shrine in
Takizawa City. There is also a
good photo spot nearby with
Mount Iwate in the background.
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Costumed horses marching with jingling bells!
A traditional ceremony walking through a beautiful rural landscape
A traditional ceremony with a history of over 200 years giving thanks to agricultural horses.

The horses in colorful costumes giving off the sound of bells jingling at the foot of Mount
Iwate while carrying some adorable children has been selected as one of the “100
Soundscapes of Japan that Should be Preserved” by the Environment Agency of Japan. After
worshipping at Onikoshi-souzen Shrine, about 100 horses and their owners parade down a
path about 14 kilometers-long to Morioka Hachiman Shrine as they pass through
countryside areas and central Morioka City. Various events involving horses and traditional
performing arts are held at various locations on that day in Takizawa City and Morioka City.
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Main site /Onikoshi-souzen Shrine, Morioka Hachiman Shrine
Access / Car / bus: Switch to a free shuttle bus at various parking spaces such as the
Big Roof Takizawa parking space (Onikoshi-souzen Shrine)
*Private passenger vehicles cannot be parked at Onikoshi-souzen Shrine
Contact / Takizawa City Commerce and Tourism Division

FERMR—L~R—Y / http://www.city.takizawa.iwate.jp/01chag
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Huge and gorgeous lanterns floating in the dark night!

A powerful fight festival where two grand lanterns clash.

A rice field festival event held in prayer for a year of full harvest that has been
passed down for ages in the Tonami region of Toyama Prefecture. It is held from 7
p.m. to around midnight and the roughly 20 bright red lanterns standing about six
meters tall being pulled down the streets to the shouts of “Yoiyasa! Yoiyasa!”
captivate the spectators. On the first day is a competition where the great
lanterns, which differ from town to town, all gather and try to outdo each other.
The sight of the huge and extravagant lanterns lined up next to each other is
spectacular. On the second day is an event where two grand lanterns clash.
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Main site / Midtown Tonami City (around the station)
Access / Train: About 1 min. on foot from JR Tonami Station

*Closed to vehicular traffic from 7 p.m. until the end of the festivities

Contact / Tonami Yotaka Promotion Association

tmEE I eFHR—L~R— / http://www.ccis-toyama.or. jp/tonami/info/689.html
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Yotaka Festival In Tonami
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The event where the grand
lanterns clash on June 15th
livens up the festivities.That
is how it got to be called the
“fight festival”.
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Shiretoko Shari Neputa
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Festival musicians all gather to
perform at the Neputa Festival held on
July 27th at the Shari road station
exchange plaza.
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Yamaage Festival
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Hand-painted pictures of mountains are raised and dances are
performed on a street stage!

The only mobile outdoor theater performance of its kind in all of Japan
The largest festival in Nasukarasuyama City composed of the Karasuyama Yamaage
Festival, which is a Nationally Designated Important Intangible Folk Cultural Asset,
and the portable shrines of Yakumo Shrine. Background hand-painted pictures of
mountains about 10 meters-tall are lifted onto a stage as settings are quickly
prepared on empty streets. It is a rare form of outdoor theater where local dancers
perform spectacular Kabuki dances to the sound of Tokiwazu Shamisens and singing.
The instantaneous change of backgrounds is also a sight to see. The mountains and
cattails that are lit up during the night performance create a fascinating atmosphere.
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Main site / Yakumo Shrine and around Karasuyama City
Access / Train: About 10 min. on foot from Karasuyama Station (Yamaage Kaikan)
Contact / Yamaage Festival Executive Committee

B R—L~R—' / https://www.nasukara-yamaage.jp/
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Decorating the nights of the World Heritage site of Shriretoko
Spectacular fan-shaped Neputa floats depicting warriors!

One of the three major Andon lantern festivals of Hokkaido, this festival stems from Hirosaki
Neputa, which was once kept secret but later introduced here after cultural exchanges
with the friendship city of Hirosaki in Aomori Prefecture. From 7 p.m. on both days, over
twelve fan-shaped “Neputa” Andon lanterns, both large and small, are carried through the
main street of Shari Town to the shouts of “Yayado!" Extravagant Neputa lanterns with vivid
drawings of warriors on them and a grand ensemble of beautiful Neputa music showcase
the summer night of the World Heritage site of Shiretoko. The Hirosaki Fair, where local
products of Hirosaki City are sold, will also be held at the Shari road station from July 25th.
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Main site / Square in front of the Shari town office, main street of the town

Access / Train: About 5 min. on foot from JR Shiretoko-Shari Station
(Square in front of the Shari town office)

Contact / Friendship City Hirosaki Neputa Shari Preservation Society

)

FBETR— LR~ / https://www.town.shari.hokkaido. jp/shiretokosharineputa/2016-0514-1020-3.html
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The Bunnuki drumming competition
held in front of the gate at Yakumo
Shrine on the 28th. See the exciting
battle of the rhythm, volume, and
sustainability of the music by the
floats gathered from various towns.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Arts Awards were established.
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