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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something you can experience yourself.

-

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you excitement that you have never felt before.
These festivals have been passed down since ancient times all across the country,

so let’s go out and see them!
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A deadly match! One of the three great fire festivals of Japan.
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Dance with ogres through the night!
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Dosojin Fire Festival
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Dragons and gods dancing dynamically! 1373 gjj
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Japan Iwami Kagura Festival
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Majestic and humorous dances of the gods. .
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Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted since 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Burning New Year’s decorations in holy fire.
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Matsutaki Matsuri (Donto Sai)
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The Seven Gods of Luck and dancing in

(prayer at the Lunar New Year.
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Ishii no Shichifukujin and
Taue Odori

A New Year’s event that features the compulsory tl- X
ingestion of large amounts of rice.
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Hokkoji no Gohan Shiki

A scene from one of the three great parade float festivals of Japan.
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Chichibu Night Festival
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An ancient festival that has been passed down for about 900 years.
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Shonai Kagura Festival
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A countless number of gods gather together at Izumo
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Karatsu Kunchi

A huge lion and samurai helmets are paraded around!

EXGHF ReLZzREDT! )

Izumo Ooyashiro Kamiari Festival
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Kasuga Wakamiya On-Matsuri
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A fire festival of ogres passed down since medieval times.
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Dadadou no Onihashiri
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Toei Town, Toyone Town, 3 A

Shitara Town
Aichi Prefecture

Hana Matsuri
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Four dancers splash warm
water from a pot at people
everywhere as a ritual for
preventing illness during the
climactic yubayashi event.
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Yufu City
Oita Prefecture
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Shonai Kagura Festival
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Traditional Shonai Kagura performed with captivating and
majestic dancing! Twelve groups of performers including Kagura
dance troupes gather to perform dances of the gods.

Shonai Kagura is a traditional performing art with dancing to the stories of gods passed
down over generations in the village of Shonai in Yufu City. Twelve Kagura dance troupes
pass down traditional dances to future generations as they rehearse and give
performances. The Shonai Kagura Festival is where Kagura dance troupes and children’s
Kagura groups of the village all meet once a year to give Shonai Kagura performances.
Enjoy various majestic and humorous dances such as the Orochi Taiji, where the Shinto
god of Susanoo-no-Mikoto defeats the Yamata-no-Orochi dragon. The Shonai-cho
Furusato Festival, which is held at the same time, is also crowded with shops and tourists.

X A VB EREGESNE HER

7 7 t R/8:IRINFEER| KVETHSSD

SEWVWEDHE BT ERREFEIREER (097-582-1113)
Main site / Kagura Stage at Shonai Athletic Park

Access / Car: About 5 min. by car from JR Onoya Station
Contact / Regional Development Division, Shonai Promotion Bureau, Yufu City Office

ARHK—LR—Y / https://shonai-kagura.jimdo.com
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Ogres and spectators all dance through the night! An ancient
Shinto ritual that has been passed down for over 700 years.

A Shinto ritual that has been held for roughly 700 years in the 17 divisions of the
Kitashitara District from November to March. Roughly 40 types of dances,
including the ogre dances and Kagura music, are performed all night. The
Sakaki-oni ogre, who performs the “Henbe” incantation and calls out the spirits of
the land to achieve birth and purification, is particularly famous. One feature of
this festival is the holy ogres dancing together with the spectators to the chanting
of utagura with shouts of “Te-hohe, Tehohe”, waka poems being read, and the
sound of drums and flutes being played.
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Main Hana Matsuri / Kobayashi (November 10, 7:00 a.m. to 11:30 p.m., Kobayashi Suwa Shrine), Sakauba
(November 24 to 25, 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 a.m. the following day, Hachiman Shrine),
Tsugu (January 2 to 3, 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m. the following day, Shiratori Shrine)
*Please check the website of each zone for details about the events.
Contact / Rural Development Office, Regional Policy Division, Regional Development Division, Aichi Prefecture

BANKR—LR—' / http://www.hanamatsuri.jp
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Local preschool and high school
Kagura groups also give
performances. Kagura troupes
from other prefectures are also
invited to give their Kagura
performances for you to enjoy.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted since 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Nara City
Nara Prefecture

&

JONRETS!

TZREALSDREAERE
& 27z#91,000 8 D EAREE Z 1R
WEHEL[HEYR]BETEA
HORRZFZHHEAITINTI

The “Owatarishiki” procession,
where about 1,000 people
dressed in Heian Period
costumes walk down the main
street. It is one of the grandest
historic processions in Kansai.
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Kanuma City
Tochigi Prefecture

Hokkoji no Gohan Shiki
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A mountain priest wearing a kasaya robe and a fearsome Goriki

ogre order the ingestion of large amounts of festive red rice!

A traditional New Year’s event said to have been passed down in the Hokkoji area for
over 600 years. This is a ceremony where people entertain Shinto and Buddhist deities
who enter the human world with carefully prepared meals, and is characterized by how
enormously it is influenced by the religious practices of Nikko. A mountain priest
wearing an eboshi Shinto hat and kasaya robe while holding a pilgrim’s staff appears
with a Goriki ogre wearing a fearsome mask and holding a beating stick. Guests and
people in charge of new and former festivals are forced to ingest large amounts of
festive red rice while being told about the customs and demands of the region.
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7 7 & A/E:FIBEFHEEMEAKIC] K UHI455
BALELE BETHEZESSEHR LR (0289-62-1172)

Main site / Hokkoji Community Center (Local Culture Preservation and Learning Hall)
Access / Car: About 45 min. from the Tochigi IC on the Tohoku Expressway
Contact / Culture Division, Executive Committee, Kanuma City Board of Education

EBHR—L~R— / https://www.city.kanuma.tochigi.jp/0299/info-000000196 3-0.html
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Kasuga Wakamiya On-Matsuri
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted since 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Be amazed at various sacred otabisho resting site festivals with classical
performing arts as well as mysterious ceremonies held in untainted darkness!

A festival passed down for about 900 years since the year 1136 at Kasuga Shrine’s
Wakamiya auxiliary shrine. December 17 is a particularly special day where an otabisho
resting site festival is held at 2:30 p.m. after the historic “Owatarishiki” procession (12:00
p.m.) arrives at the otabisho resting site. Representative classical performing arts of Japan
such as Shaden Kagura, Dengaku, Sarugaku, and Bugaku are offered without interruption
until around 10:30 p.m. Also mystical is the ceremony where the Wakamiyasama makes
a procession to the otabisho resting site to the sound of “Oooh™ in darkness that is so
thick that you cannot even see your own feet during the "Senko-no-gi" ritual (12:00 a.m.),
and returns to the main shrine during the “Kanko-no-gi” (11:00 p.m.).

XA Y RB/ BIRFT=RBVRE

7 7 t R/Z|E-NRIRIEZRRI K WERIGE/NRCRE, [EHAHERSE
B8R K W IESHI3 7 (SHRFT)

BEWVWEDHE FHK+(0742-22-7788)

Main site / Otabisho resting site, Sanjo-dori Street, etc.

Access / Train / Bus: About 3 min. on foot (otabisho resting site) from the Kasuga Taisha
Omotesando bus stop after taking a Nara Kotsu bus from JR Nara Station

Contact / Kasuga Shrine

ARHKR—LR—Y / http://www.kasugataisha.or.jp/onmatsuri/
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A holy ritual held from 9:00 a.m.
at Myoken Shrine, which is the
protective shrine of Hokkoji.
The compulsory ingestion of
rice is then held at 10 a.m. at
the Hokkoji Community Center.
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Shimotakai District
Nagano Prefecture
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Dosojin Fire Festival
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A deadly match between men in their critical ages and villagers!
One of the three great fire festivals of Japan, where a shrine
pavilion is set on fire.

A fire festival in Nozawa Onsen Village, which is known as one of the most unusual
festivals in Japan. On January 15 at around 8:30 p.m., villagers who try to set fire
to the shrine pavilion over 10 meters in height have a fierce struggle with men in
their critical ages who try to stop it. The attacks with lit torches and those who try
to protect the shrine pavilion look just like a real fight. The climax of the festival is
after 10:00 p.m. when the flames enter the shrine pavilion and become intense. It
is said that you will not catch a cold for the next year if you bake rice cakes with
the coals of the burnt shrine pavilion and eat them the following morning.
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BELEDE FRERE S (0269-85-3155)

Main site / Babanohara (Special Dosojin Fire Festival Hall)

Access / About 5 min. on foot from the Nozawa Onsen bus stop after about 25 min.
by direct bus from liyama Station on the Hokuriku Shinkansen

Contact / Nozawa Onsen Tourism Association
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A shrine pavilion built from the

morning of January 14th until
daytime on the 15th with
sacred trees chopped up in the
mountains. It is built without
any nails or wires using
traditional methods.

FRERBHRR—LR— / http://www.nozawakanko. jp/spot/dousozin.php
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Miyagi Prefecture Matsutaki Matsuri (Donto Sai)
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See off the god of the incoming year with grand sacred flames!

Give New Year’s decorations as an offering as they are burned at
Osaki Hachiman Shrine, which is a national treasure.

Donto Sai festivals are a ritual where New Year’s decorations are taken down at
many shrines centering on Miyagi Prefecture. The Matsutaki Festival is held at
Osaki Hachiman Shrine, which is a national treasure, and is known for its history of
roughly 300 years and its impressive scale. A purifying fire is lit in one area of the
grounds at around sunset on January 14 for burning New Year’s decorations and
old amulets brought in from nearby. This fire is seen as a sacred fire for seeing off
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the gods that visit homes during the new year, and is said to bless those who are

B#E-8E5 LEBLVEHT

exposed to it with a pure body and soul as well as good health and family safety.
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Main site / Osaki Hachiman Shrine

Access / Short walk from the Osaki Hachimangu-mae bus stop after boarding the shuttle
bus from International Center Station on the Sendai Subway Tozai Line

Contact / Osaki Hachiman Shrine

BHKR—LR—Y / http://www.oosaki-hachiman.or. jp/festival/matsutaki/
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The heading off to sacred

fires all over the city by
thousands of worshipers that
are nearly nude, wearing
white headbands and white
stomach wraps, is a winter
tradition of Sendai City.

NIC1993FE R EHRELTIBBLTVEY,

*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted since 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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