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Experiences that appeal to the five senses! Take a dive into the beauty of tradition!
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something you can experience yourself.
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Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you excitement that you have never felt before.
These festivals have been passed down since ancient times all across the country,

so let’s go out and see them!
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Watch huge danjiri floats extravagantly rushing down the streets!
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Dance offerings with an international character
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Kishiwada Danijiri Festival
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Light art created by women
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Yamaga Lantern Festival

Drumming and dancing that shake the soul!

(ff%bﬁéxﬁtﬁU!)

2018 10/7 @ ~10/9 0
£ Ill—; =1 Nagasaki Prefecture

iBht T

RIG<AS

Nagasaki Kunchi Festival

o @ 2018 8/31 %) ~9/2 @)

7¢' .‘ﬁ% ,L% Okinawa Prefecture
BE Bh Bh E5

PEEEIAY—FOU

Okinawa Zento Eisa Matsuri
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Yosakoi Festival
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One of the largest in scale throughout the count
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Aomori Nebuta Festival
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Huge stalks of rice that light up the night sky
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Akita Kanto Festival
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One of the four great festivals of Tohoku
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Yamagata Hanagasa Festival
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See lines of magnificent bamboo branches!
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Sendai Tanabata Festival
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Warrior procession at a World Heritage site!
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Nikko Toshogu Shrine Autumn Grand Festival

SHAMDKAFIZEE )

The roughly four-meter-tall dolls are overwhelming
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. Sawara Grand Festival
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A dance festival made up of about 18,000 people
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Katori City
Chiba Prefecture

ERR lam

Sendai City
Miyagi Prefecture

v 3w

RO

Sawara Grand Festival
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The decorations on top of the

floats consist in huge dolls that
stand nearly four meters tall. Be
amazed at the various designs
including characters who
appear in Japanese mythology.
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Sendai Tanabata Festival
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The roughly four-meter-tall dolls are overwhelming!

See floats being pulled down the streets of Little Edo.

The Gion Festival at Yasaka Shrine has been endeared for roughly 300 years in the
Honjuku district of Sawara in Katori City, which has a townscape filled with a distinctly
Japanese atmosphere. Held together with the Autumn Suwa Shrine Festival in October,
the Grand Sawara Festival is one of Kanto's Three Major Float Festivals. The main bodies
of the floats, which are pulled proudly down the streets, are made entirely of Japanese
zelkova and decorated with Kanto-style engravings. The ten floats seem to brush against
the eaves of the homes that they pass by while filling the streets with Sawara festival
music, which is one of the three major forms of festival music in Japan. The lively and
extravagant “Nonojimawashi” event, where floats are rotated and decorated with lanterns
at night, is also a sight to see.

A A Y B AR AEX () \IREHED)
7 7 & R/EEIRMERR] K WHESH100
BEVWEDE BEHE LR (0478-54-1111)

Main site / Honjuku district in Sawara (near Yasaka Shrine)
Access / Train: About 10 min. on foot from JR Sawara Station
Contact / Katori City Commerce & Tourism Division

BWHR—L~R—Y / http://www.city.katori.lg.jp/sightseeing/matsuri/
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The streets are full of extravagant Tanabata decorations! A beautiful
Tanabata festival that is one of the grandest of its kind in Japan.

Three days of excitement in this event celebrating the ancient Japanese star
festival of Tanabata on a scale that is one of the greatest across the country.
Gorgeous bamboo decorations are displayed in the area stretching from Sendai
Station to Chuo-dori Avenue and the Ichibancho Arcade. In addition, simple
traditional bamboo decorations can also be seen in neighboring shopping
districts. The festival space is filled with entertainment related to Tanabata
including workshops for creating Nanatsu-kazari decorations such as origami
birds and an area for making tanzaku votive notes. This is an elegant festival of
paper and bamboo that is visited by more than 2 million tourists every year.
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Main site / Central Sendai and neighboring shopping districts

Access / Train: About 5 min. on foot from JR Sendai Station
Contact / Sendai Tanabata Festival Support Association

RR—LR— / http://www.sendaitanabata.com/
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Famous shops spend months

making Tanabata decorations
by hand. Screenings are held
by district and the winner
of the golden award is so
beautiful that you can hear
sighs among the visitors.

NIE1993FEE R EHREVTIBHLTLEY,
*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Arts Awards were established.



RAIRSm
Kochi City

Kochi Prefecture Yosakoi Festival
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Creative performances where
each team adds variety, ranging
from classical dances to dances
performed to rock music, can
be seen one after another.
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Okinawa City
Okinawa Prefecture
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Drumming and dancing that shake the soul!

Feel the excitement of the traditional Okinawan performing art of Eisa.
Eisa is a traditional Okinawan performing art where young people march down a
pathway as they dance on Old Bon nights. This is the largest Eisa festival, where
selected organizations and guests gather from all Okinawan islands as well as across
the country to give their unique Eisa performances. The Okinawa City Youth Festival will
be held by the Okinawa City Youth Group Council on September 1, and Eisa
performances by youth groups and various organizations selected from all Okinawa
islands will be held at Koza Sports Park on September 2. The booming sound of the big
taiko drums, rope-tensioned taiko drums, shamisen, singing voices and the synchronized
performances, which are nothing short of amazing, build up an uplifting feeling.
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Main site / Koza Sports Park
Access / Car: About 2 min. by car from the Okinawa-minami IC on the Okinawa Expressway
Contact / Okinawa Zento Eisa Matsuri Executive Committee

DX K—LR—Y / http://www.zentoeisa.com/
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Okinawa Zento Eisa Matsuri
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The passion and uniqueness of each team are spectacular!

A tropical carnival with about 18,000 dancers.

200 teams consisting of 18,000 dancers gather at nine arenas and seven
theaters dotted throughout Kochi City. It is one of the greatest dance festivals in
Japan held on a grand scale. Each team freely dazzles the spectators with their
costumes, music, and dancing as they play their clappers. The large teams of
approximately 100 dancers each moving in perfect motion stir the streets of the
southern land of Kochi and arouse the emotions of those who watch. A
fireworks festival is also held on August 9 as well as a nationwide contest on
August 12.
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Main site / 16 locations within the city, including the Otesuji Headquarters Arena

Access / Train: About 2 min. on foot from Ohashidori Station on the tramway (Otesuji
Headquarters Arena)

Contact / Yosakoi Festival Promotion Association

BHKR— L= / http://www.cciweb.or.jp/kochi/yosakoiweb/
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Various youth groups
march along a pathway
while dancing around the
Goya Crossroad in the
“Michi-junee” on August 31.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Tradictional Arts Awards were established.
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Kishiwada City

Osaka Prefecture Kishiwada Danjiri Festival
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Watch four-ton danjiri floats extravagantly rushing down the streets!
The spectacular “yarimawashi” turnaround is a must-see.

This is a lively festival where huge danjiri floats boldly race through the streets to
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A graceful sight can be seen at

the main shrine on the second
day, where the danjiri floats
are carried into places such as
Kishiki Shrine as they travel
around the edge of the moat
of Kishiwada Castle.
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Nagasaki Kunchi Festival
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Be amazed at dance offerings with an international character!
An extravagant festival with a history of about 400 years.

The seven neighborhood performance groups that are featured this year will
perform exciting and dynamic "dance offerings" at the four locations of Suwa Shrine,
the Otabisho, Yasaka Shrine, and Chuo Park. Dances will also be offered at various
locations throughout the city such as public offices and homes. The opening
ceremony on October 7 will be three portable shrines carried along with a
procession of about 1,000 people as well as a kasaboko parade, where kasaboko
parasols weighing over 100 kilograms are powerfully spun around. The portable
shrines being swiftly carried up stone steps at spots such as Kenchozaka and Suwa
Shrine during the finale on October 9 is amazing to watch.

RISR RIGH
Nagasaki City
Nagasaki Prefecture
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Main site / Suwa Shrine, the Otabisho, Yasaka Shrine, Chuo Park

Access / Train: Short walk from Suwa Jinja-mae Station on the streetcar (Suwa Shrine)
Contact / Nagasaki Traditional Performing Arts Association

B R—LAR—' / http://nagasaki-kunchi.com/
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the shouts of “Soryal Sorya!l” and a fanfare of noisemakers. The “yarimawashi”
turnaround is where the roughly four-ton danjiri floats are turned at right angles at
every corner while maintaining the same speed. Spectators can be heard cheering
loudly each time this spectacular turnaround is performed. The elaborate carvings
on the danijiri floats are also amazing. The “Hiire-eiko” procession with lanterns,
where danjiri floats decorated with about 200 lanterns are gracefully pulled at
night, is a surreal sight.
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Main site / Kishiwada district, Haruki district

Access / Train: Kishiwada Station (Kishiwada district), Haruki Station (Haruki district)
on the Nankai Electric Railway

Contact / Tourism Division Appeal Creation Department, Kishiwada City

FHETR—L~R—Y / https://www.city.kishiwada.osaka. jp/site/danjiri/
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The neighborhood performance

groups will each offer unique
dances featuring the main
traditional Japanese dance,
a Chinese boat being pulled,
a mountain of drums being
carried, and more.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Arts Awards were established.
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We love MATSURI
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