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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something you can experience yourself.
Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you excitement that you have never felt before.

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times all across the country,

so let’s go out and see them!
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See huge lanterns dancing wildly!
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One of the largest in scale throughout the country
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Aomori Nebuta Festival
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Huge stalks of rice that light up the night sky
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Akita Kanto Festival
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A look at the four great festivals ofTohoku
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The Kiriko Float Festivals
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A world record in umbrella dancin,
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Light art created by women
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Yamaga Lantern Festival
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Okinawa Zento Eisa Matsuri
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Yamagata Hanagasa Festival
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The ancient Japanese star festival
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Sendai Tanabata Festival
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Nikko Toshogu Shrine Autumn Grand Festival
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Owara Kaze No Bon
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Traditional beauty that has been endeared
for three hundred years

Roughly a hundred thousand dancers!
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A dance festival that involves the entire country
2017 8/930~8/12+
= ’f[l |—|— Kochl Prefecture

ck-c:c_b\m)

Yosakoi Festival

HWUFIFH10F Al )

FEE THRETI
Warrior procession at a World Heritage site
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Ishikawa Prefecture The Kiriko Float Festivals X H

4

BCTOMZEBAZEXGIIE=ZEBE LT,

. BICT.;BT.BRNMHUE 5!

' BEEEETREEN SMICHF T 2000+ U IHY 'S THME

v ENETBEEDMVNCEXRRLTE+ U I3 Hf(IC K > THIE

" Ses LHT BT RBAEERAKNT6M (FRFUIRY),100A D0
DOBfBENFU IZ2IBE BRI <HZHR) S [ORFER] B
PCEEIT B [FUCYFUIE DU AREYDOFY IHNBHEWNG
BMBARIBERECARFENENERVFIN HREDI D
KOBEIENGRIEFVITNBRISATHTI,
Watch men powerfully lift huge lanterns exceeding ten meters

- = in height on the streets and at sea!

About two hundred kiriko lantern festivals are held throughout the Noto Peninsula from

summer to autumn. There is a wide variety of these huge kiriko lanterns with shouldering

poles depending on their regions, and they can reach up to sixteen meters in height (at

“ the Jike Kiriko Festival). There are different kinds of festivals such as the Issaki Hoto

T - ™ Festival, where a hundred seafaring men carry kiriko lanterns through the streets in high
0 : v g spirits; the Horyu Tanabata Kiriko Festival, where the lights dance wildly above the sea;
and the Wajima Grand Festival, where you can see lacquered kiriko lanterns gathered

| h\\\ﬁt“: Z),’ together. Each of these soul-stirring and exuberant festivals is well worth seeing.
[RIZEHFVIE D] TRIENNTTE EBFUIRY GIRFEF/8R5HE (1) . CRM RIFIEERER] & UIESKI115)
ABREMNZEOF I —F(CRDE FiUtH+UIFDN/8B7H (ﬁ\)\EE/)'HFﬁ(ﬁEE‘EEICJ:U ETH#I40%9)
‘ﬂa S - Aﬁg)é\ﬂﬁ,&gifij’a S%+F U I /9H9E (1) Bl (EBZEICE ) ETH705)
SRS e BN = ° BEVED B CEHEHIIRR RN ERRRR E
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Festival, seven kiriko lanterns are ssaki Hoto Festival / August 5 (Sat.), Nanao City (about 11 min. on foot from akura Onsen Station
B g o Horyu Tanabata Kiriko Festival / August 7 (Mon.), Suzu City (about 40 min. by car from Noto Airport IC)
carried out of the nlg.ht off to t.he Jike Kiriko Festival / September 9 (Sat.), Suzu City (about 70 min. by car from Noto Airport IC)
torches on the coast amidst exploding Contact / Nanao City Tourism Exchange Division, Suzu City Tourism Exchange Division, etc.

fireworks.

BHK—LR— / http://www.hot-ishikawa. jp/kiriko/ jp/index.php
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Roughly a hundred and sixty groups of dancers with hats adorned with the Yamagata
safflower start dancing every day at 6 p.m. at a parade led by vibrant floats. The
booming cries of "Yassho, Makasho" accompanied by the vigorous sound of the drums
can be heard through the main street of Yamagata City. Spectators are welcome to
join at the “walk-in area” near the tail of the parade to dance freely. Participants can
enjoy learning to dance from dance teachers at the “Wa Odori”, which starts at 6 p.m.
in front of City Hall. It is one of the four great festivals of Tohoku, and is held over a
period of three days, attracting over a million people.
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Main site / National Route 112 (Tokamachi / Honcho / Nanokamachi Street - Bunshokan) ERQ (R | CEIEABRY | B E SHARYICBTINE
Access / Train: About 10 min. on foot from JR Yamagata Station TS 1FIvIREQURAIERY ICEHEB %,
Contact / Yamagata Prefecture Hanagasa Council (at the Yamagata Chamber of

Commerce and Industry) Be amazed at the wide variety of dances including the gorgeous “Onna
Odori” for women and the vigorous “Otoko Odori” for men. Also be sure
not to miss events such as the dynamic hat rolling and creative dances.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Arts Awards were established.
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Tottori Prefecture Tottori Shanshan Festival
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The fireworks show, which is

the finale of the festival,
begins at 7 p.m. on August 15.
The various kinds of fireworks
light up the night sky.

BEEREHLNS. FOBHUPALPA!
4,000 A —FICHDZRITESETT

2014FEICTRADREY | CFRrAMFREHRZZER LIZDH. 88
T4HD 168N SEESND XA VAR MN—FR2EY | BENE
RS DI =EE [RIEDLREF ) | ZH TOHBEICEN DK SIC
FLVIUEBDT . ASTTILBRIU»A LD L] ZR ST
4,000 ANDEY FHN—FICHEY F I 2&ICH(FONEEA B DE
FICIUrAUPAIEBNEZRIEIEY TY BHFY ZRERTED
O—F—PRENGE . EEELEERIIES S A,

The ringing of bells from glamorous umbrellas! Be overwhelmed
by the performance of the roughly four thousand dancers!

The United Umbrella Dance, which is the main event starting at 4 p.m. on August
14, won the Guinness World Record for the largest umbrella dance in the world in
2014. The Inaba Umbrella Dance, which is a traditional performing art of the
eastern region of Tottori Prefecture, is performed by roughly four thousand
dancers holding colorful shan-shan umbrellas, and has been organized so that
anyone can easily participate. It features the sound of bells on umbrellas that go
“shan-shan” where the dance is performed. There are various events such as
areas where you can try out umbrella dancing as well as festive rows of stalls.
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Main site / \Wakasa Road, (the fireworks festival is held at the Chiyo Kawahara Municipal
Sports Grounds)

Access / Train: Short walk from JR Tottori Station

Contact / Tottori Shanshan Festival Promotion Association Administration Office

BHKR—LR—' / http://tottori-shanshan.jp/event
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Artwork of lights passed down from ancient times

where women carry lanterns on their heads

They are the lights of torches said to have been carried by villagers who lit the pathway for
an emperor about two thousand years ago. It is a festival of lights originating from this
legend that has been passed down since ancient times. The Thousand People Lantern
Festival is held at Yamaga Elementary School from 6:45 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on August 16. The
elegant dances of the women wearing bronze lanterns and the layers upon layers of bright
rings invite you to a world of wonder where you can hear as well as feel the Yoheho-bushi
melody. Also, be sure not to miss events such as the lantern dance dedicated to Omiya
Shrine on August 15 and the Kikuchi riverside fireworks festival for a cool summer evening.
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Main site / Yamaga Elementary School Ground, Omiya Shrine, Kikuchi riverside, etc.

Access / Train/car: About 50 min. by car from JR Kumamoto Station

Contact / Yamaga Lantern Festival Executive Committee (Yamaga City Commerce
and Tourism Division)

The Yamaga lanterns, which shine
from up above, boast around five
hundred years of tradition. They
are made exclusively of Japanese
paper and glue by expert craftsmen

LT TR SRR — LR—2 / http://yamaga-tanbou. jp/about/toromatsuri/ without the use of wood or nails.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Arts Awards were established.
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Toyama Prefecture Owara Kaze No Bon i,é\
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The sight of the performers singing and dancing while wearing
woven hats is surreal! A folk event held in the mountain ravines

that has been endeared for over three hundred years

Etchu Yatsuo is a hilly town that still retains its features from long ago such as folk homes and
storehouses with lattices. It holds an extremely graceful folk event where its dance has been
performed for over three hundred years called Machinagashi festival, which is held by the eleven
zones of the town. Performers in matching yukatas and happi coats march along the streets lit with
N 3 paper lanterns while peeking through their woven hats as they sing and dance. The theater (paid),
d :b\ﬁ't "-5" where various performances by different zones are given, is also a sight to see. Regular tourists can
also participate in the Wa Odori dance held on the street in front of the Station at around 10 p.m.
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The sitting characters that stay in Date, Time and Location / Theater: around 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. on September 1 to 3, Yao Elementary

motion with the sounds of the School Ground (about 40 min. on foot from JR Etchu Yatsuo)

singers, musicians, and their G017 0 ) K Bt 1 B e 06 P e

ms,trume.nts such as shamisens, Contact / Owara Kaze-no Bon Stééring Committee '

Chinese fiddles, and drums create N o

a plaintive and surreal atmosphere. B’HR—LAR— / http://www.yatsuo.net/kazenobon/
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Nikko Toshogu Shrine Autumn Grand Festival
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A grand festival of Nikko Toshogu Shrine, where the “UNESCO World Heritage Site Shrines and Temples of ' ;%» .
Nikko™ are located. On the second day of autumn festivities on October 17 at 11 a.m. is a parade where a Sy
portable shrine is carried in a procession of a thousand warriors dressed in a hundred different outfits. It is the %ﬁ& . i
recreation of a procession that occurred four hundred years ago where the spirit of Shogun leyasu Tokugawa & Jryu

was transferred from Mount Kuno in Sunpu to Nikko. The portable shrine with the spirit being transferred to the 13 b\Et ﬁ-a-'
midway resting point along with over eight hundred citizens of Nikko City dressed as armored warriors, archers,

spearmen, monkey handlers, and falconers forming a procession all make for an overwhelming sight. The 1081680 13FHS(FEXRS
following festival along with Shinto music and dancing at the midway resting point are also must-see attractions. BCREEMSE] A=l E>
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7 7 & R/8/HE-NZIRIEXER] - RE#E REBHIR] LW RE/NRIC = = °
e RE. [WIREEA £ €515 The Shinto Horseback Archery
BHLEDE BARRSHBMN Ritual is held at the front
Main site / The front approach of Nikko Toshogu Shrine approach from 1 p.m. on
Access / Take the Tobu bus from JR “Nikko Station” or Tobu Railway “Tobu Nikko Station” October 16. You will be

to “Shinkyo Bus Stop”, and walk about 15 min.
Contact / Nikko Toshogu Shrine Office

astounded by the prowess of
the warriors who shoot their
targets on horseback.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Arts Awards were established.
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